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Japan 


Takeshita Holds New Year's News Conference 
OW 300719 Tokyo KYODO tn English 0643 GMT 
30 Dec 


{Report on Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s 30 
December New Year's news conference} 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. | KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita said in a New Year message his foreign policy 
in 1988 will be to promote Japan’s contribution to the 
international community, while domestically he will 
pursue economic growth free of inflation. 


Takeshita told reporters at an annual New Year press 
conference at his official residence that he hopes to go to 
Western Europe and China this year following visits to 
the Uniied States and Canada—both in January—and to 
South Korea in February. The press conference took 
place Monday for reports to be released on New Year's 
Day. 


The prime minister said he is looking forward to a 
possible visit to Japan by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev, repeating Japan’s contention that the onus is on 
Moscow, as an invitation has been issued and it 1s the 
“turn” of a Soviet leader to visit Japan. 


Domestically, Takeshita said he hoped for the smooth 
passage through the Diet (parliament) of the 56,699.7 
billion yen national budget for fiscal 1988. which he said 
will undoubtedly expand domestic demand. 


The budget. which reduces deficit-financing bond issues 
by 1,830 billion yen from fiscal 1987 to 3,151 billion 
yen, has paved the way for the government to honor its 
promise to cease issuing deficit-financing bonds in fiscal 
1990, Takeshita said. 


Takeshita also said he hopes to implement tax reforms 
around the fall and will move toward decentralization of 
government from Tokyo to other arezs. 


Takeshita, who opened the press conference by wishing 
the nation “Omedeto Gozaimasu™ (Happy New Year), 
said that since taking power on November 6 he has taken 
the helm of government with what he calls the spirit of 
“heioshin” (a calm state of mind). 


Looking back sat the past year, Takeshita said his first 
overseas trip a& premier, to the Philippines in December, 
produced an agreement with Southeasi Asian leaders to 
promote exchanges from the heart. 


The prime minister said the national budget for fiscal 
1988 was also one of the fruits of his efforts last year. 


The budget would meet mounting calls at home and 
from abroad for Japan to expand domestic demand. he 
said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


Takeshita said his upcoming summit with U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan will confirm the pivotal relationship 
between Tokyo and Washington following a transition of 
power in Japan in which he succeeded Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone. 


He is due to leave on January |2 for a nine-day visit to 
the U.S. and Canada. 


The prime minister said he expects an intensive 
exchange of views with Reagan on the international 
Situation as a whole, particularly regarding East-West 
detente, peace and disarmament after the signing in 
December of the U.S.-Soviet intermediate-range nuclear 
force (INF) elimination pact. 


The summit will confirm what the U.S. and Japan. as 
major economic powers accounting for one-third of the 
global economy, must do to meet their responsibility to 
the rest of the world, he said. 


Takeshita said he is sure that Japan and the United 
States can iron out differences on individual economic 
and trade problems if friendly ties are confirmed at the 
summit level. 


Japan, as one of the countries to have benefited most 
from the free trade mechanism, will make efforts to 
cooperate with international calls to stem trade protec- 
tionism, he said. 


Takeshita said his visit to Canada will serve as a courtesy 
call to this year’s host to the annual summit of seven 
major advanced democracies. 


The 63-year-old premier said he hopes to visit each of 
the summit participating countries in Europe before the 
Toronto summit on June 19-21. Japan’s liquor tax and 
economic assistance to Africa will be of concern to 
Europe. he said. 


Japan and its people should back South Korea to help it 
host a successful Seoul Olympic games. Takeshita said. 


Takeshita said he will attend president-elect No Tae-u 
inauguration ceremony in Seoul on February 25 and that 
the two countries can develop their ties into mutually 
dependent ones through an expansion of exchanges in 
the economic and cultural fields. 


The prime minister said he particularly wishes to visit 
China this year because it is the 10th anniversary of the 
signing of the Japan-China Peace and Amity Treaty. 


He did not say when he planned to go, however. 


Takeshita said he will brief Chinese leaders on Japan's 
position on various problems, including a Japanese court 
decision which granted the ownership of a student dor- 
mitory to Taiwan and the tightening of controls on 
Japanese exports to communist countries. 


FBIS-EAS-87-251 
31 December 1987 


Takeshita vowed to promote friendship with China ona 
broad front while respecting basic principles governing 
the bilateral relationship. 


The signed superpower I NF pact has paved the way for a 
good environment to promote relations with the Soviet 
Union, a close neighbor of Japan, he said. 


However, Takeshita said Japan cannot ignore the Soviet 
Occupation of Japanese Territories just east of Hokkaido 
after World War II. 


Japan will wait for Kremlin leader Gorbachev's visit 
while increasing contacts at lower levels, he said. 


Report on New Year's Message 
OW 300709 Tokyo KYODO in English 0633 GMT 
30 Dec 87 


[Report on Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s New 
Year's Day message] 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. | KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita, reaffirming Japan’s desire to make a greater 
contribution to the world community, called on the 
Japanese people Friday to share the “cost and pains” of 
making use of the nation’s affluence and vitality for the 
benefit of international society. 


Takeshita, in a New Year message, urged the Japanese 
people to turn their efforts to spiritual affluence. 


He said that it is the time for the Japanese to reconsider 
their conventional attitude of pursuing material afflu- 
ence only. 


The 63-year-old prime minister appealed for efforts to 
build up a society that is truely rich culturally as well as 
economically. 


Takeshita said a greater Japanese international contribu- 
tion would help defuse various tensions faced by the 
country and ensure its well-being and development. 


He said that following a trip to Manila in mid-December 
he will visit the United States and Canada during Janu- 
ary for talks with leaders of the two countries. 


Takeshita said his discussions with American and Cana- 
dian leaders will cover global peace and future progress 
after the superpower agreement on nuclear disarma- 
ment. 


The prime minister said what is required from politi- 
cians 1s “bold ideas and deeds.’ and © »wed he would 
make an active response to such pending issues as land 
prices, tax reforms, domestic demand and the opening of 
the market to imports. 
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Gandhi, Other State Leaders To Visit in 1988 
OW 311009 Tokvo KYODO in English 0921 GMT 
3] Dec 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 31 KYODO—British Foreign Secre- 
tary Sir Geoffrey Howe will visit Japan in mid-January 
to lead off a series of scheduled visits by foreign digni- 
taries in the new year. 


At least five heads of states or government who are 
scheduled to come to Japan during the year, possibly 
including China’s Acting Premier Li Peng. 


One great unknown is a long speculated visit by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. who has said he wants to visit 
Japan but has been putting off the trip because of 
political strains between Tokyo and Moscow. 


Foreign Ministry sources said Venezuelan President 
Jaime Lusinchi will be traveling to Japan as a state guest 
either in March or April. 


In April, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi ts due in 
Japan, also as a state guest, for talks with Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita. 


The government plans to extend an invitation to Li Peng 
as soon as he is confirmed as the new Chinese premier in 
the National People’s Congress in March. Takeshita 
himself has said he plans to visit China next fall. 


The Foreign Ministry is making arrangements tor the 
visits of Prime Minister David Lange from New Zea- 
land, Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land and Yugoslavian President Branko Mikulic during 
the year, but officials say dates have yet to be finalized. 


Apart from the heads of governments, the Foreign Min- 
istry plans to invite 25 foreign ministers and other 
cabinet-level officials during the coming year as part of 
Japan’s diplomatic schedule. 


Foreign Ministry sources say the government doubts 
whether Gorbachev would make the elusive trip to Japan 
next year, saying the Soviet leader may be too busy at 
home handling pressing issues of economic reform. 


Another likely obstacle ts political strain between Tokyo 
and Moscow over Japan’s continued claim to four small 
islands off northern Japan seized by the Soviet Union at 
the end of World War II. 


Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze is sched- 
sled to travel to Japan in the latter half of the new year. 


Government officials say they hope to pin down a date 
for Gorbachev's trip during Shevardnadze’s visit. 
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Free Trade Market Said on U.S. Summit Agenda 
OW311005 Tokyo KYODO in English 0934 GMT 31 
Dec 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 31 KYODO—The United States has 
unofficially proposed the creation of a “Japan-U.S. free 
trade market” as an agenda item for the summit meeting 
between Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan in January. 


If such a market, which would have no tariff or nontariff 
barriers, was realized, it would have a significant impact 
on the world economy, because Japan and the US. 
account for about 40 percent of the world’s overall gross 
national product (GNP), the sources said. 


The sources said both the Foreign Ministry and the 
Ministry of International Trade and Industry are of the 
view that Japan should respond favorably to the U.S. 


proposal. 


Takeshita and Reagan are scheduled to meet in Wash- 
ington January |3 for the first Japan-U.S. summit since 
Takeshita assumed the permiership in November. 


The proposed Japan-U.S. free trade market will be 
patterned after the one to be created between the US. 
and Canada based on an agreement signed between the 
two countries October 4. The U.S. also concluded a 
similar agreement with Mexico October 6. 


Japan is the second-largest trading partner for the U.S. 
with their two-way trade amounting to 112.3 billion 
dollars in 1986. 


Miyazawa Concerned at U.S. Trade Balance 
OW281135 Tokvo KYODO in English 1129 GMT 
28 Dec 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec 28 KYODO—Miyazawa later told a 
press conference that he thinks market participants are 
most concerned about U.S. trade balance figures. 


Miyazawa noted that selling pressure on the dollar would 
not be strong in overseas markets as the Japanese would 
be the only active participants in year-end currency 
markets. 


He reiterated that Japan is ready to make a full-scale 
market intervention to support the dollar's value in line 
with the G-7 [Group of Seven] statement adopted last 
Wednesday. 
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Continued Strong Economic Performance Seen 
OW 310637 Tokyo KYODO in English 0558 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[By Sei Ogawa] 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 31 KYODO—The government and 
major economic research organizations are making opt- 
mistic projections for Japan's economy in 1988 which ts 
expected to be driven by a domestic demand policy 
reflecting the nation’s international commitments. 


The strong performance of the Japanese economy should 
continue at least until the latter half of 1988, backed by 
brisk private capital investment and consumer spending. 
analysts of the Economic Planning Agency (EPA) said. 


The EPA outlook estimates that Japan's continued 
domestic demand-led growth in fiscal 1988, starting next 
April, will expand real gross national product (GNP) by 
3.8 percent from the previous year. 


The annual outlook, which serves as a guideline for 
compiling the national budget, expects domestic demand 
to contribute over 4.7 percentage poinis to GNP growth, 
compared with minus one percent for external demand. 


Major banks and research institutions have made similar 
predictions of a domestic demand-led growth in the new 
fiscal year, with estimated real GNP growth rates ranging 
from 3.2 percent to 4.3 percent. 


The governmental outlook forecasts a _ yen-dollar 
exchange rate averaging | 33 yen per dollar while private 
organs put their estimated average rates in the 125 to 133 
yen range. 


Governmenial economists said their largest concern for 
keeping Japan’s economic expansion in the second year 
of economic recovery is the yen-dollar rate. 


If the yen gains further ground to the 110-120 yen range, 
it would further cut back earnings of export-related firms 
and their needs for capital investment, analysts argued. 


But during the course of the yen’s appreciation since the 
Plaza agreement was reached in September 1985 by the 
G-oup of Seven (G-7) major nations, the Japanese econ- 
omy has somehow avoided serious damage and 1s now 
visibly in the middle of an expansionary stage. 


Bank of Japan Governor Satoshi Sumita stressed in a 
recent press conference that the higher yen has resulted 
in lower prices of imported goods and raw materials. 


Sumita had obviously been more worried about the 
deflationary impact on the Japanese economy of the 
yen’s sharp appreciation a year earlier but his stance has 
changed due to recent bullish business conditions. 
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The doliar moved around 240 yen at the time of the 
Plaza agreement, necessitating major nations to seek a 
correction in trade imbalances through exchange rate 
realignment. 


However, the trade imbalance between the U.S. and 
Japan has not changed much although the dollar has 
drifted down nearly to the 125 yen level over the last two 
years. 


The EPA outlook predicted Japan's current account 
surplus in fiscal 1988 would fall 10 billion dollars to 72 
billion dollars but the projected amount remains large. 


The major democratic nations pledged under the so- 
called Louvre Accord in February in Paris to coordinate 
policies to stabilize foreign exchange rates at around 
current levels. 


The dollar moved in the low 150 yen range early in 1987 
but feil to the 120 yen level in late December even after 
the G-7 nations released a statement calling for intensi- 
fying policy coordination. 


The statement stated, “either excessive fluctuation of 
exchange rates, a further decline of the dollar, or a rise in 
the dollar to an extent that becomes destabilizing to the 
adjustment process, could be counterproductive by dam- 
aging growth prospects in the world economy.” 


However, the statement apparently failed to impress 
market participants and the dollar marked a postwar low 
close of 125.20 yen in Tokyo just two days after the 
major nations produced the statement. 


Analysts say the future course of the yen-dollar rate will 
largely depend on U.S. economic policies aimed at 
improving fiscal and trade deficits. 


Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa appeared confident 
of steering the Japanese economy to maintain the pace of 
business expansion when he released the draft budget for 
fiscal 1988 after announcing the G-7 statement. 


Miyazawa praised the U.S. Congress for approving the 
budget deficit-cutting measures that enabled the G-7 
nations—the U.S., Japan, West Germany, France, Brit- 
ain, Italy and Canada—to reaffirm the importance of 
policy coordination efforts. 


Miyazawa’s relief was shortlived. however. as he 
appeared displeased about reported comments in the 
U.S. that downgraded the validity of the G-7 statement, 
touching off fresh selling of the dollar. 


Miyazawa, however. proudly mentioned that the 
nation’s seasonally adjusted ratio of job seekers to offers 
rose for the tenth straight month to 0.81 in November. 
compared with 0.61 in January. 
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Among the major private research organs, the Research 
Institute of the Natronal Economy was the most optimis- 
lic in predicting a 4.3 percent growth in fiscal 19838, 
while Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank produced the lowest 3.2 
percent gnp growth forecast among the major city banks. 


Opposition Parties Reveal 1988 Resolutions 
OW 311035 Tokvo KYODO in English 1001 GM1 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Dec. 31 KYODO—Leaders of five oppo- 
siion parties Thursday revealed their resolutions for 
1988. pitting themselves against the ruling Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP) and its policies, expecially in the 
field of defense, the economy and taxation. 


Japan Socialist Party (JSP) Chairwoman Takako Doi 
said she would propose a forum of constitutional experts 
and peace activists to study a “basic law for guaranteeing 
a comprehensive peace,” including a declaration of 
Japan’s permanent neutrality. 


Such a forum is needed to reflect the Japanese people's 
who.esome political consciousness of peace and consti- 
tution in politics, she said. 


Doi, saying the U.S.-Soviet agreement on the abolition 
of intermediate-range nuclear force (INF) missiles last 
year has paved the way for world disarmament and 
detente, called 1988 the threshold of the elimination of 
nuclear weapons. 


The concept of Japan’s “peace” constitution 1s destined 
to play a leading role in paving a new path toward world 
peace and progress. she emphasized. 


The JSP leader said her parity would make efforts to raise 
the living standard of the Japanese people in general to a 
level matching the gross national product (GNP) in the 
process of conversion of the economy to one oriented to 
domestic demand. 


Junya Yano, chairman of the No. 2 opposition party, 
Komeito, echoing the JSP call for demand stimulation. 
said the trade imbalance should be removed in doing so. 
He criticized the cabinet of Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita for failing to take efective measures to solve 
the trade issue. 


Yano said it is the responsibility of opposition parties to 
correct unfair taxation systems, the ruling party's moves 
toward tax increases, and an increase in defense outlays. 


The Komeito izader said his party would pursue estab- 
lishment of a two-party political force in realizing these 
problems. 


Democratic Socialist Party Chairman Saburo Tsuka- 
moto pledged full efforts to realize wide tax reductions in 
the new year. 
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2The DSP will also tackle land and housing problems, as 


well as the yen’s appreciation against the dollar. he said. 


Kenji Miyamoto, chairman of the Japan Communist 
Party (JCP). said his party would struggle with the LDP’s 
politics by seeking the abolition of the Japan-U.S. Secu- 
rity Treaty. 


Satsuki Eda, leader of the Untied Social Democratic 
Party, said his group would inject all its energies into 
forming an alternative political force that could replace 
the LDP. 


North Korea 


Daily Says U.S. Congress Interferes in PRC 
SK310543 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0509 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA) —The U.S. 
Congress recently adopted an “amendment” which 
totally distorted the reality of Tibet, Ctina. This pro- 
ceeded from an intention to impair the dignity of China, 
sow the seed of antagonism and discord in China. 
disrupt unity among nationalities. separate Tibet from 
the People’s Republic of China and rig up a pro-U-S. 
reactionary state there. This is the topic of a commentary 
of NODONG SINMUN today. 


Noting that in the “amendment” the U.S. Congress 
reversed black and white as if human rights were wan- 
tonly “violated” in Tibet Autonomous Region, the peo- 
ple in the region were persecuted and starved and the 
Chinese Government was trying to eliminate them, a 
signed commentar brands this as a wanton interference 
in the internal affairs of China. 


The commentary continues: 


The U.S. reactionary quarters’ undisguised interference 
in China’s internal affairs, distorting the policy of 
nationalities of the People’s Republic of China and the 
reality of the Tibet Autonomous Region, is not a discree! 
act in view of everything. 


It is entirely natural that the Chinese people should 
express indignation at the U.S. reactionary ruling quar- 
ters’ anti-China row. 


If the U.S. reactionary ruling quarters continue to inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of China, turning their faces 
away from this, they will earn the severer denunciation 
and rejection of the Chinese and world progressive 
peoples. 


a 
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KCNA Reports on South Trade Group to U.S. 
SA310437 Pyongyang AC NA in English 
0418 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA) ~The No 
Tae-u fascist clhque decided to send to the United Siates 
a “bargaining group” headed by a puppet wice-premier 
in January next year. according to a repor 


lt was reported that during its American tour the “bar- 
gaining group” would “finally discuss” with the US. 
imperialist masters the matters rela J to opening the 
South Korean market for American cigarettes, insur- 
ance. beef for tourist hotel and others. 


By putting into action the opening of the South Korean 
market the traitor No Tae-u 1s aiming to show that he 1s 
a faithful dog and servant of the U ~. imperialists 


In an attempt to be more “trusted” by the U.S. mmperi- 
alist masters and come to the fascist “power” at any cost. 
he 1s going to send even a “bargaining group” to the 
United States .0 sign a treacherous “document” on 
opening ihe South Korean market as a whole. 


The fact clearly shows that he 1s a quisling who 1s making 
no scruple of humiliating treacherous acts regardless of 
the present and future of the nation if for the sake of the 
U.S. imperialist masters. 


Southern Publication Alleges U.S. Plot 
SK310435 Pyonevane KCNA in Enelisn 
0415 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 30 (KCNA)}—The United 
States gave an emergency card called “June 29 declara- 
tion” to the traitor when the South Korean people's 
Struggle against the extension of the military dictatorship 
developed into a people’s resistance and behaves as if it 
made a great “contribution” to “democratisation” in 
this land. The main purpose of this 1s to realise the 
“stability” of the present system with the traitor No 
Tae-u as its centre and hold the *88 Olympiad in pursu- 
ance of its interests, says KUKMIN UNDONG, the 
organ of the headquarters of the People’s Movement for 
Democracy 1m South Korea. 


There is a possibility of the United States launching 
direct military Operations in case the people's struggle 
grows fiercer and the military “regime” 1s on the pent of 
collapse. that 1s, 1ts South Korean policy is on the verge 
of collapse, the organ says, and stresses: 


The “regime” the U.S. mmperialists want to build in 
South Korea is one which ts isolated from the popular 
mevement and popular foundation, is capable of pro- 
tecting the U.S. economic interests and keeps “satisfac- 
tory relations” with Japan 
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Kim I[l-song Receives Afghan Ambassador 
SK291048 Pyongvange KCNA in English 
1039 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 29 (KCNA}—The great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, president of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, on December 29 
received credentials from Mohammad ‘Ayan ‘Ayan, 
newly-appointed ambassador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary of the Republic of Afghanistan to Korea. 


Present at the presentation ceremony were vice-premier 
and foreign minister Kim Yong-nam and an official of 
the Afghan Embassy. 


President Kim Il-song conversed with the ambassador 
after receiving credentials. 


The ambassador presented a gift from Najib, president 
of the Republic of Afghanistan, [words indistinct]. 


WPK Greets Afghan Party on Anniversary 
SK311057 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1032 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA) The Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea sent a mes- 
Sage of greetings on ecember 31 to the Central Com- 
mittee of the People s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
{[PDPA] on the 23rd anniversary of its founding. 


Expressing the belief that the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the WPK and the PDPA would con- 
tinue to develop favourably in the future, too, the 
message heartily wished the party greater success 1n its 
activity for implementing the policy of national concord. 


Press Praises Cuban Revolution Anniversary 
SK311022 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1008 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA}—NODONG 
SINMUN and MINJU CHOSON today dedicate signed 
articles to the 29th anniversary of the victory of the 
Cuban revolution on January |, 1959. 


NODONG SINMUN says that the victory of the Cuban 
revolution was « historic event which opened a new 
epoch of socialism in the Western Hemisphere and 
exerted a great revolutiona;cy influence upon the Latin 
American people. 


Noting that over the last 29 years since the victory of the 
revolution the Cuban people have radically changed the 
looks of their country in a historically short period by 
vigorously carrying out the socialist revolution and con- 
struction even in the arduous conditions created by the 
U.S. imperialists’ repeated aggressive, interventionist 
and blockade manoeuvres, the article says: 
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The international prestige of the Republic of Cuba 1s 
rising as the days go by. the article says: 


The U.S. imperialists’ ant:-Cuba moves to prevent the 
influence of Cuba upon Latin America are producing 
ignominious results. 


The victorious advance of the Cuban revolution 1s the 
shining fruition of the correct leadership of the Commu- 
nist Party of Cuba headed by Comrade Fidel Castro and 
the creative endeavours of the Cuban people closely 
rallied around the party. 


The Korean people are sincerely rejoiced as over their 
own over the signal successes made by the fraternal 
Cuban people in socialist construction. 


The friendly and cooperative relations between Korea 
aid Cuba based on proletarian internationalism and 
revolutionary obligation are developing favourably. 


In particular, the meeting between the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song and respected Comrade Fidel 
Castro in Pyongyang in March, 1986, marked an impor- 
tant event which brought the friendly relations between 
the two parties, two countries and two peoples to a new 
higher stage. 


The Korean people will make as ever all their efforts to 
further develop the friendly and cooperative relations 
with the fraternal Cuban people. 


Kim Il-song Greets Castro 
SK311035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1019 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 3! (KCNA)}—Comrade 
Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, sent warm 
congratulations to Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Cuba, president of the Council of State and president 
of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Cuba, and 
the Cuban people on the occasion of the 29th anniver- 
sary of the victory of the Cuban revolution. 


Noting that the victory of the Cuban revolution was a 
historical event which marked a new epoch of socialism 
on the Cuban soil and exerted great inspiring effect on 
the Latin American people fighting for ational indepen- 
dence and freedom. he said in his message of greetings: 


Since the victory of the revolution the valiant Cuban 
people have firmly defended the gains of the revolution 
and pressed ahead with socialist construction even under 
the diffic”.It conditions created by the U.S. imperialists’ 
continued aggressive and blockade moves, thus strik- 
ingly demonstrating the superiority and vitality of the 
socialist system. 
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The international position of the Republic of Cuba and 
her role in the international! political activities are rising 
with each passing day. 


We highly estimate and rejoice as Over our Own Over all 
the successes registered by the Cuban people under the 
correct leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba 
headed by you. 


The Korean people express full support and solidarity 
for the just struggle the fraternal (Cuban people are 
waging, while continually uplifting the banner of the 
revolution, to safeguard the country’s dignity and sover- 
eignty. attain territorial integrity and defend peace and 
security in the Caribbean region and Central America. 


The Korean and Cuban peoples. as class brothers who 
stand side by side on the forefront of anti-imperialist 
struggle, are firmly adhering to their revolutionary fidel- 
ity and daily strengthening the bonds of militant friend- 
ship. 


I believe that the excellent relations of friendship and 
cooperation existing between our two parties, two coun- 
tries and two peoples will more fully expand and develop 
through the common struggle for the victory of the cause 
of peace. socialism and communism and for the strength- 
ening of the non-al'gned movement in accordance with 
the spirit agreed upor at our meeting in Pyongyang. 


Palestinian Revolution, PLO Anniversary Noted 
SK311031 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1016 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA}—NODONG 
SINMUN today dedicates a signed article to the 23rd 
anniversary of the start of the revolution in Palestine 
(January |. 1965). 


The article recalls the persistent struggle of various forms 
waged by the Palestinian people under the leadership of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization. their sole legiti- 
mate representative. 


Noting that the Israeli aggressors are brutally suppressing 
the righteous struggle of the Palestinian people and the 
U.S. imperialists are backing them. the article says that 
with no manoeuvres can the U.S. imperialists und Israeli 
aggressors break the fighting spirit and faith of the 
Palestinian people. 


The article stresses: 


The Israeli Zionists must withdraw from the occupied 
Arab lands and lend an ear to the voice of the Arab 
people and world’s progressive pecple calling for a halt 
to the suppression of the Palestinian people. 
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The Korean people will. as in the past. so in the future. 
too. recognize the PLO as the only legitimate represen- 
tative of the Palestinian people and firmly support and 
encourage their just struggle. 


Kim I[]-song Greets “Arafat 
SK311042 Pyongvang KCNA in English 
1026 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyengyang December 31 (KCNA)}—President 
Kim Il-song of the Democratic People s Republic of 
Korea on December 30 sent a message of greetings to 
Yassir “Arafat, chairman of the executive committee of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation and commander- 
in-chief of the Palestine revolutionary armed forces. on 
the 23rd anniversary of the start of the Palestiman 
revolution. 


After the firs: torch of the armed struggle was raised in 
the Palestinian Arab land, the courageous Palestinian 
Arab people and resistance fighters have vigorously 
waged a just struggle to retake the lost homeland against 
imperialism and Zionism, with arms in their hands. said 
the message. 


The persistent struggle waged by the Palestinian Arab 
people under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation to restore their legitimate national rights 
including right to return to the homeland. right to self- 
determina‘ion, right to found an independent state. 
enjoys fall support of the world’s progressive people. 
pointed out the message. 


Noting that the Korean people would always stand on 
the side of the Palestinian Arab people and continue to 
support them tll they win a final victory, the message 
expressed the belief that the militant friendship and 
solidarity between the Korean people and the Palestin- 
ian Arab people would grow stronger and develop. 


‘Arafat Greets Kim Ii-song 
SK310S505 Prongvang KCNA in English 
0434 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA)}—The great 
leader President Kim Il-song received a basket of flowers 
and a congratulatory card from Comrade ‘ asir ‘Arafat. 
chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, on the new year 1988. 


The basket of flowers and the congratulatory card were 
haned to an official concerned by Mustafa al-Safarini. 
representative of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
in Pyongyang. 


And a basket 7 ‘lowers and a congratulatory card were 
sent to Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presid- 
ium of the Poliiical Bureau. and secretary, of the Central 
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Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, by ( omrade 


\asir “Aratat. chairman of the Executive Committee of 


the Palestine L veration Organisation. on the new year 
1YBSS. 


Kim Il-song Greets Zimbabwe's Mugabe 
SK311111 Pyongvane KCNA in English 
1038 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA}—Comrade 
K:m Il-song. general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. sent a message 
of greetings on December 31 to Robert G. Mugabe on his 
election as president of the Republic of Zimbabwe. 


The election of Robert G. Mugabe as president in 
accordance with the constitution established at the Zim- 
babwean Parliament 1s a clear manifestation of the deep 
respect for and trus: in you of the Zimbabwean people 
for great teats you have performed in the struggle for the 
independence of the sountry and the building of a new 
society. the message says. 


Expressing the belief that the excellent relations of 


friendship and cooperation existing between the two 
countries would further expand and develop. the mes- 
Sage Sincerely wishes the president greater success in his 
work for the prosperity of the country, the complete 
liberation of Africa and the strengthening and develop- 
ment of the ‘Non-Aligned Movement. 


Sudanese Independence Anniversary Noted 
SK311025 Pyonevang KCNA in English 
1014 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA}—NODONG 
SINMUN today carries a signed article marking the 
32nd anniversary of independence of the Sudan (Janu- 
ary |. 1956). 


The article says that since the independence the Suda- 
nese people have striven to build a new prosperous 
Sudan. It notes that a series of industrial domains were 
built in the Sudan and she 1s making efforts for agricul- 
tural development. Noting that Korea and the Sudan 
have long forged friendly relations, the article says: The 
Korean people hope that the fnendly relations between 
the two countries will develop in the future. The Korean 
people congratulate the Sudanese people on their inde- 
pendence day and wish them new success in their endea- 
vours ic build a new society. 


Benin President Sends Solidarity Message 
SK310453 Pyongyang KCNA in Englis4 
0427 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA)}—In his mes- 
Sage of solidarity sent to Comrade Kim II-song. general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and president of the Democratic People’s 
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Republic of Korea. Maihieu Kerekou. chairman ot the 
Central Committee of the party of the People’s Revolu- 
uuon of Benin. president. head of state and chairman of 
the National Executive council of the People’s Republic 
of Benin. stressed that the PRB positively support and 
hail the July 23 statement of the DPRK Government on 
securing a new tavourable condition to defend peace on 
the Korean peninsula. 


The message expressed once again the invariable support 
and solidarity of the Benin people for the new initiative 
of the DPRK Government and the struggle of the 
Korean people tor the peaceful reunification and peace 
of the country under the wise leadership of his excellency 
president. 


It expressed the belief that the proposal to hold negoti- 
ation on disarmament among the foreign ministers of the 
North and South and the U-S. secretary of state will 
contribute to providing most favourable conditions 
guaranteeing peace on the Korean peninsula. 


Yi Kun-mo Congratulates Fiji Prime Minister 
S$K310441 Pyoneyvane KCNA in Enelish 
0422 GMT 31 Dec 8” 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA}—Y: Kun-mo, 
premier of the Administration Council, sent a message of 
greetings to Kamisese Mara upon his appointment as 
prime minister of the Republic of Fiji. 


Expressing the belief that the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two countries will develop favour- 
ably in the future. the message wished the prime minister 
success in his responsible work. 


Kim Il-song Receives Diplemats, Leaders 
SK3111085 Pyvonevane KCNA in Enelish 
1034 GMT 31 Dec 8” 


[Text] Pyongyang December 31 (KCNA) —The great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song. general secretary of the 
Ceniral Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
president of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
received the diplomatic corps in Pyongyang which paid a 
congratulatory call on him on the occasion of the new 
year 1988 at the Kumsusan Assembly Hail on December 
31. 


Piesent on the occasion were Comrade Kim Chong-il. 
member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau. and 
secretary, of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea: Comrade O Chin-u, member of the 
Presidium of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee and minister of People’s Armed Forces: 
Comrade Yi Kun-mo. member of the Political Bureau of 
the WPK Central Committee and premier of the Admin- 
istration Council, Comrades Pak Song-chol, Yim Chun- 
chu and Yi Chong-ok, members of the Political Bureau 
of the WPK Central Committee and vice-presidents: 
Comrade Kim Yone-nam. member of the Political 
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Bureau of the WPK Central Committee. + 1ce-premier of 
the Administration Counci and forergn muinisier. Com- 
rades Ho Tam. Yon Hyong-muk and Kang Song-san. 
members of the Political Bureau. and secretaries. of the 
WPK Central Commitee. Comrade Hong Song-nam 
member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee and vice-premier of the Admunistration 
Council: and Comrade Hwang Chang-sop. secretary of 
the WPK Central Commitice 


The diplomatic envoys offered warm new year’s congral- 
ulations to President Kim Il-song and wished him good 
health and long lite 


South Korea 


Farmers Protest Beef 'mports at lS. Embassy 
SA3/0133 Seoul THE KOREA NERALD im English 
31 Dec 8° p3 


{Text} Several hundred livestock tarmers yesterday dem- 
onstrated outside the U.S. Embassy against the possible 
lifting of a ban on imports of US. beet 


Riot police used tear gas to disperse them 
Police led aways about 30 tarmers. witnesses said 


Imports of beet from overseas. including the * nited 
States. were banned in 1985. but Washington earlier this 
month threatened to take retaliatory steps against Seoul 
if Korea does not lift the ban to reduce its $10 bilhon 
trade deficit with Korea this vear 


In a statement accusing the government of treachery. 
they said it had repeatedls promised not to Itt the beet 
ban. 


The Korean government recently indicated that imports 
of beet solely for consumption at tourrst hotels catering 
to foreign visitors might be resumed 


In Kwangju. 250 tarmers’ representatives held a rally 
yesterday to protest the government policy with regard 
to imports of farm products from overseas 


They resolved to strongly oppose possible resumption of 
imports of beet and othe; farm products and the lower- 
ing of imported cigarette prices 


In the three-point resolution, they alleged that farmers as 
a whole are in a financial straightjacket due to the fall in 
prices of pork and beet. 


Since the local production of beet. cigarettes and wines 1s 
possible. they said they remain strongiy opposed to 
imports of farm products and the lowering of prices of 
foreign-brand cigarettes 


Similar rallies have been heid in many areas of the 
country. according to the YONHAP Wews Agency 
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Y esterday . Onc ’ , b ta mers ra ~~ a = 
Ww 7 »> 7- nn ; ; r r nr 

K ongsangnam-do A) in Taejon and " And 2 

Kyongsangbuk-do. YONHAP sand 

\ group dedicated to protecting Korean consumers 

ssued a statement Tuesday opposing any plan to allow 


advertisements in Korea of imported cigaretics 


The group. led by Aim Tong-hwan., said i ts rmmora 
the United Siates to push th 


rettes in Korea 


No Requests Import Ban 
SAS/0123 Seoul THE AOREA 1TINZES im Eng 


i DecS p. 
[Text] President-clect No Tae-u told Depuls Prime Min 
ster-Economic Planning Minister Chong In-song yester 
day not to import American beet when he recened a 
briefing On economuc issues for the first treme since his 
clecuon on Dec. 16 


He suggesied that the local market be closed to torergn 
beet at least until shortly betore the Seoul Olympics 
scheduled t< open in late September 


The United States 1s pressing the Korean government to 
import beet. open the insurance market and slash con 
sumer prices of U.S.-produced cigarettes 


No said he would have tull discussion with representa 
tives of farmers prior to decision on the imports of farm 
produce when he takes office in late February 


In campaign speeches, he vowed to pul a curb on imports 
of foreign agrotisheries producis to protect local produc- 


ers 


He also told the chet economic planner to give priorits 
to Stabilizing prices neat vear 


Beet imports ha. een suspended for the past three 
vears duc to sever iests by domestic livestock rarsers 


Chong In-vong tieads Trade Team to U.S. 
SA310117> Seod THE KOREA TIMES in Enelish 

31 Dec 8” pi 

[Text] Deputy Premier-economic Planning Minister 
Chong In-vong will fly to Washington on Jan. 2 to settle 
trade disputes pending between the two countries 


High on the agenda in the Washington meeting between 
Chone and U.S. delegates will be a Seou! plan to open 
wider the Korean markets tor cigarettes. beet and insur- 
ance services, sources Said yesterday. 


During his six-day stay through Jan. 7 in Washinetcn 
the sources said. Chong will meet Treasury Secretary 
lames Baker II] and U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeuter to discuss the pending issues 
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Chong will be accompanied by high ranking officials 
from the Economic Planning Board, the Trade-industry 
Ministry, the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries minis- 
try and the Foreign Ministry. 


Deputy Premier Chong said, “I will make efforts to help 
U.S. government officials understand why the Korean 
people are against the import policy, especially on beef.” 
The surprise visit by Chong to the United States has been 
arranged as the two sides were unable to settle the 
disputes at a meeting scheduled this week in Seoul. 


The U.S. government is taking the firm position that it 
will invoke Trade Act 301 early in January unless the 
Korean government meets the U.S. demand. 


The two parties failed to narrow differences on the 
planned market opening to U.s. cigarettes, beef and 
insurance in a Washington meeting recently. 


In the Washington meeting next week, the Korean gov- 
ernment is expected to make further concessions on the 
local sales price of cigarettes and joint investment in the 
insurance business. 


But, the top economic administrator 1s expected to make 
clear the Korean position that it can hardly allow 
imports of beef for tourist hotels before the end of the 
first half of next year. 


Instead, the government plans to allow further imports 
of other U.S.-pushed items such as computers, telecom- 
munications equipment, automobiles, audio systems, 
wine, beer, refrigerated potato and other daily necessities 
to reduce the trade surplus with the nation’s largest 
trading partner. 


The U.S. government has also threatened the scrapping 
of generalized system of preferences (GSP) benefits on 
imports ofh Korean-made commodities completely next 
year. 


Meanwhile, tens of thousands of cattle raisers held rallies 
across the country yesterday to protest a government 
scheme to import beef for hotels. 


In protest rallies seperately staged across the country 
under the sponsorship of some 1,500 agricultural coop- 
eratives, they argued that the beef imports will threaten 
the lives of some 2 million farmers. 


About 20 cooperative leaders called at the Economic 
Planning Board, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Ministry, and ruling Democratic Justice Party to deliver 
their resolutions. 


In the three-point resolution, the cattle raisers resolved 
that they will go all out to forestall the beef importation 
to ensure their survival. 
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They also urged the government to adopt the protection- 
ist measures which are being stepped up in advanced 
countries in a way to protect the domestic agricultural 
industry. 


In a letter to the U.S. embassy, the cooperative leaders, 
calling for a step-back from the pressure for market 
opening, argued that the further imports of agricultural 
products will play havoc on Korea’s rural economy. 


By the time when the non-farming incomes will make up 
more than 65 percent of the total incomes of farmhouses, 
up from the current 38 percent, the agricultural imports 
are “implausible,” they asserted. 


Japan To Act as Intermediary With PRC 
SK310243 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
31 Dec 87 pl 


[Text] Tokyo (Yonhap)—Japan will sound out China on 
improving relations with Korea in working-level diplo- 
matic talks in Beying in late January, a Japanese news- 
paper said Wednesday. 


The mass-circulation ASAHI SHIMBUN said the Japa- 
nese delegation would explain Korea’s efforts to promote 
ties with Being, and eventually establish diplomatic 
relations. 


The talks would be the first to be held between Japan and 
China since No Tae-u won the Korean presidential 
election Dec. 16. 


No, candidate of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, 
said during his election campaign that he would seek to 
improve relations with China if he were elected. 


Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita told No in 
his congratulatory letter that Japan would fully support 
his pledge to improve ties with China. 


The Japanese delegation is expected to seek China’s 
understanding of Tokyo’s intention to mediate an 
enhancement of the relationship between Beijing and 
Seoul, ASAHI said. 


Gen Menetrey’s Issues New Year Message 
S$K310235 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0228 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Seoul, Dec. 31 (YONHAP)}—Gen. Louis C. Mene- 
trey. commander in chief of United Nations Forces here, 
in a New Year's message to South Korea’s Defense 
Minister Chong Ho-yong and all members of Korea’s 
military services, said, 1988 will be an eventful and 
exciling year a time of enrichment, new beginnings, 
renewed determination, new challenges and opportuni- 
lies. 
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In the message he sent on behalf of the United Nations 
Command and the United States Forces Korea, Mene- 
trey extended best wishes for the coming year, saying 
may 1988 be a time of peace, joy and prosperity for all 
the Korean people. 


... The role of all members of our combined defense team 
will continue as before. That is to sustain the level of 
readiness required to deter war and defend peace, he 
said. 


President Chon Tu-hwan’s New Year Message 
SK310043 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0029 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Seoul, . ec. 31 (YONHAP)—South Korean Pres- 
ident Chon Tu-hwan urged the people tc renew their 
determination and assume new attitudes to achieve the 
national tasks of the peaceful change of government in 
February and the successful staging of the Seoul Olym- 
pics in September. 


To that end, we should rid ourselves of any and all 
vestiges of the old habit of confrontation and strife and 
internalize a new spirit of trust and reconciliation fit for 
the new era so that social stability and grand national 
harmony will be effectively promoted, Chon said in New 
Year's message . 


He also said that the South Korean people should unite 
more firmly in the cause of shaping our national destiny. 


The message marks the last new year’s statement for 
Chon who is scheduled to step down on Feb. 24 to 
establish what he promised to be the first instance of 
peaceful change of the government in South Korea’s 
modern history. 


If we unite even more firmly on the strength of renewed 
confidence in our own capabilities in the cause of shap- 
ing Our national destiny, I believe that without fail, we 
will flawlessly accomplish the two major national tasks 
of 1988 and will also attain the cherished goals of 
entering the developed world and reunifying the land 
before the 20th century is out, he said. 


Recalling that the South Korean people in 1987 consol- 
idated the foundation for even greater progress and 
prosperity, Chon said that 1988 will be one of the most 
remarkable years for progress in Korea’s history. 


The two major national tasks of 1988 Chon mentioned 
in the message refer to the peaceful transfer of power and 
Seoul Olympics. 


Chon said the nation experienced a jong series of severe 
trials in 1987, including a collosal natural disaster, labor 
disputes, political upheavals and elections. 
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However, we managed to successfully overcome and 
triumph over all such difficulties by dint of your wisdom 
and patience, he said. 


We achieved dramatic political development, while 
firmly sustaining economic stability and growth. 


The president said he would concentrate all his energies 
on preserving national security in the transition period 
and ensuring an orderly transfer of power. 


President-Elect No Tae-u Looks to New Year 
SK310632 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0612 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Seoul, Dec. 31 (YONHAP)—Presideni-elect No 
Tae-u of the ruling Democratic Justice Party said that it 
is a historic national task to strive for democratic devel- 
opment by complying with the people’s wishes for 
democratization, carrying out social reforms and achiev- 
ing national reconciliation. 


In a New Year’s interview, No said it will be the basic 
direction of his administration to realize the spirits of 
democracy and reconciliation. 


No, elected in the nation’s first direct presidential elec- 
tion in 16 years on Dec. 16, will be inaugurated as 
Korea’s | 3th president on Feb. 25. 


He said his party hopes to conduct general elections 
around February at the latest. The opposition parties, 
however, insist the elections should take place in April. 


No said he plans to carry out negotiations with the 
opposition parties on the revision of the National 
Assembly Election Law and the amendment of the 
Provincial Council Election Law and form the new 
administration through sincere dialogue and compro- 
mise with opposition parties. 


Asked about his commitment to conduct a confidence 
vote after the Seoul Olympics next fall, No said the vote 
can be held either by the National Assembly or by a 
national referendum. 


No said that if the people do not support him in the vote 
of confidence, he will bear complete responsibility, 
which includes his resigning from the presidency. 


Asked about the possibility of establishing diplomatic 
relations with China, No said he is making efforts to 
realize direct trade with China and to exchange bilateral 
trade representative offices after the Seoul Olympics. 


He said he will redouble effort to improve relations with 
communist nations, including China and the Soviet 
Union. 
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As for economic policy, No said the basic direction will 
be the continuation of a surplus-oriented, self-reliant 
economy and the establishment of economic justice by 
decisively improving the structure for the distribution of 
wealth. 


2 Kims Still Seeking Opposition Leadership 
SK310203 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
31 Dec 87 p 2 


[by staff reporter Yi Chang-sop] 


[Text] Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung started a 
psychological warfare to clinch hegemony in divided 
Opposition. 


Reunification Democratic Party president Kim Yong- 
sam took the initiative yesterday to integrate the oppo- 
sition camps on his own terms. 


The 60-year-old opposition leader asserted that his party 
will play the central role in the integration of the oppo- 
sition camp now in depression after their election defeat. 


Kim Yong-sam indicated that he will even accept mem- 
bers of Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] on an individual basis for the cause of a “grand 
Opposition alliance.” The immediate goal is to win as 
many House seats as possible in the upcoming parlia- 
mentary elections. 


Kim Tae-chung’s PPD described the RDP suggestion as 
a “hollow political show” designed to improve the tar- 
nished image of Kim Yong-sam. 


“It is a tactical ploy to boost Kim Yong-sam’s popularity 
which will be tested at the party convention early next 
month,” said PPD spokesman An Tong-son. 


Kim Yong-sam said the RDP and the PPD have no 
meaningful differences in political and ideological lines. 
Therefore, the two opposition parties can become one to 
beat the ruling camp in the general elections, he said. 


But his proposal is not a party-to-party integration but a 
virtual call on the PPD to disintegrate the party and join 
the RDP without condition. 


His remark hurt the pride of the PPD and further soured 
the relationship between the two opposition parties. 


Kim Tae-chung said his party has a sure chance of 
becoming the largest opposition party in the upcoming 
election as he won the first place in 70 out of 245 
constituencies in the presidential election. 


Kim Yong-sam, who ranked second in the presidential 
election, won the first places in only 35 out of the 245 
constituencies. 
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PPD spokesman An said the two opposition parties have 
quite a degree of differences in platforms and policy line 
and different supporting groups, rebuting Kim Yong- 
sam’s remark. 


He said the PPD must question the true intention of 
Kim Yong-sam’s proposal. He recalled the fact that Kim 
even rejected the earlier PPD’s offer to make an alliance 
against the governing camp to highlight the election 
frauds and abuses. 


An further said that Kim Yong-sam does not seem to 
have awakened from the shock of election defeat since he 
insisted on settling the opposition single candidacy ‘on 
his own terms.” 


He charged that the opposition failed to produce the 
single candidate as Kim Yong-sam insisted on fielding 
the unified candidate in his own way. 


Kim Tae-chung himself did not make any comment on 
the proposal yesterday. But some PPD vice presidents 
responded that the suggestion is “desirable but unrealis- 
tic.” 


It is desirable as the opposition must join forces to beat 
the ruling camp in the general election. But it is unreal- 
istic because it is not a party-to-party integration, PPD 
chief vice president Yi Chung-chae said. 


He further added that the two parties, although they can 
not become one immediately, can discuss fielding a 
single candidate in each electoral district to help the 
Opposition make a joint victory in the parliamentary 
race. 


For example, the PPD, strong in the Cholla provinces, 
can put candidates in the southwestern region while 
staying away from fielding its candidates in the Kyong- 
sang region, he said. 


In the same vein, the RDP can field many candidates in 
the Kyongsang region while refraining from posting 
candidates in the Cholla provinces, he added in a private 
comment. 


“The compromise will ensure the chance of opposition 
victory in the general elections. After the election, the 
two parties can discuss the merger in a cautious and 
gradual manner,” he stressed. 


Everyone seems to believe that the two parties must 
unite to win the general elections. If the two opposition 
camps field different candidates at each district, it lowers 
the chance of opposition victory and enhances the pos- 
sibility of the ruling camp’s victory. 


The divided opposition will face more shocks and disin- 
tegration upon the election. political observers said. 
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Indications are that the two parties have little possibility 
of integration as long as the two Kims take the helm of 
the opposition camps. 


In so far as the rival opposition sides are not united, 
defeat is assured in the upcoming election, thus forcing 
the two Kims to count their final days as opposition 
leaders, they commented. 


The opposition integration can be actively debated only 
after the general elections when the people will hand 
down judgment on the opposition and the two Kims, 
they said. 


Kim Yong-sam Urges PPD To Return to RDP 
SK310151 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
31 Dec 87 pl 


[Text] Reunification Democratic Party president Kim 
Yong-sam yesterday urged the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD] to return to the fold to ensure an 
Opposition victory in the general elections. 


“For an overwhelming triumph in the Assembly elec- 
tions, all democratic forces should reunite under the 
RDP banner. The PPD should know what to do to 
accomplish the cause of ending military rule,’ Kim said. 


As the PPD broke away “simply to seek a presidentizl 
bid, it should come back into the RDP fold now that the 
election 1s over,” he said. 


“It (the PPD) should now realize that it had run against 
the grand cause of our time of terminating military rule 
by splitting from us. The natural course of history 
dictates an integration of the opposition with the RDP at 
its center,” Kim said. 


Kim met with reporters yesterday morning at his home 
in Sangdo-dong before leaving for the April 19 Cemetery 
in Suyu-ri, northeastern Seoul. He visited the cemetery 
to console the souls of those who died in the April 19 
uprising of 1960. 


Kim said the RDP will readmit ex-members without 
discrimination. But by stressing individual “‘absorption” 
Kim made it clear that he has no intention of seeking 
integration through party-based mergers. 


“There is no time to follow the complicated procedures 
required for mergers. The integration can be achieved 
when those who left the RDP just return to their old 
home,” Kim said. 


Party spokesman Kim Tae-yong said he knows there is a 
move among PPD lawmakers and party members to 
defect to the RDP and urged the PPD to accept the 
integration proposal. 


Meanwhile, the PPD rejected the RDP’s proposal to 
merge the opposition parties. 
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PPD president Kim Tae-chung said he has never consid- 
ered a merger between the two parties because the 
ideological line his party pursues is different from that of 
the RDP. 


“Brackets of people for whom we speak are different 
from those of the RDP.” he added. 


Rep. Yi Chung-chae, a party vice president, suggested 
the two parties form a joint front in nominating candi- 
dates for the parliamentary election early next year. 


Spokesman Rep. An Tong-son said it was “impossible” 
for the two parties to be merged as proposed by RDP 
president Kim Yong-sam, former ally yet now archrival 
of Kim Tae-chung. 


““Kim Yong-sam’s proposal is not aimed at achieving the 
unification of the opposition. It is designed to embellish 
himself at his party’s national convention next week,” 
the spokesman said. 


Kim Tae-chung Cites Statistics on Prospects 
SK310259 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD tn English 
31 Dec 87 p 2 


{From the “Out and About” column: “Statistical Evi- 
dence’”’] 


[Text] Although he finished third in the presidential 
race, Kim Tae-chung is now talking about prospects ior 
his party doing better than Kim Yong-sam’s party in the 
coming general elections. 


He refers to statistics, which show that he was the highest 
scorer in 70 electoral districts, compared with 35 for 
Kim Yong-sam. 


Kim then argued that he and Kim Yong-sam should 
“equally share’ responsibility for having failed to pro- 
duce a single standard-bearer for the opposition. 


He was countering the allegation that responsibility lies 
more with him because he won about 200,000 fewer 
votes than Kim Yong-sam. 


Kim Tae-chung Prepared To Retire From Politics 
SK310207 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
31 dec 87 p 2 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung said yesterday he will continue to 
serve the people following their will but will retire from 
politics after fostering new leaders if the people no longer 
want him. The remark was made in a meeting with about 
250 volunteers who made an important role in promot- 
ing Kim Tae-chung during the presidential campaign. 


‘Our glorious June democratic struggle did not bear fruit 
during the presidential election but we will not get 
frustrated,” the 65-year-old PPD [Party for Peace and 
Democracy] president said. 
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“It may take time but will stand up again and never 
tolerate the ruling party, which stole the victory,” he 
opined. 


He continued, “my statement does not originate from 
my failure to win the election but from my belief that the 
people did not realistically support rulwng party con- 
tender No Tae-u.”’ 


We could not solve our own ‘han’ (lingering bitterness) 
because the election was rigged and partly because the 
opposition failed to produce the single candidate.“ 


He further said that he has again found that there is a big 
gap between ideals and reality.“ 


PPD Publishes Statement on Election Fraud 
SK310810 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
29 Dec 87 p 1 


[Paid political advertisement by the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD]: *“We Expose Five Types of Election 
Frauds’’] 


[Text] Respected and beloved feilow countrymen! How 
deeply are you depressed? As we think of your feelings, 
we feel regret and have no words to express our conso- 
lation. 


Our party made every effort to reveal the entire picture 
and concrete facts of the fraudulent election by encour- 
aging its Organizations throughout the nation. As a 
result, we confirmed that extremely vicious, intellectual 
and scientific frauds were perpetrated extensively. Our 
conclusion is that Mr No Tae-u won less than half of the 
8 million votes he claimed to have won. 


We would like to report to you, fellow countrymen, 
about the aspects of the fraudulent election perpetrated 
by the current regime by dividing them into five catego- 
ries. The more detailed instances will be given in a white 
paper on the fraudulent election which we will publish 
separately. 


We firmly believe that the election was entirely fraudu- 
lent, that Mr No Tae-u’s victory was a fabrication, that 
the truth of the incident will be revealed more clearly as 
time passes, and that our fellow countrymen will never 
tolerate such a fraudulent election and will make a stern 
judgment. We wish you, fellow countrymen, further 
successes in the future, and ask for your continued 
encouragement and guidance. 


1. Ballot box fraud: On the day the votes were counted 
the ballot box escort guards from the opposition parties 
were illegally expelled by police throughout the country. 
A number of ballot counting places were encircled by 
several hundred riot police and the tear gas canisters they 
fired indiscriminately reminded us of an atmosphere of 
martial law. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


If there were no fraudu:ent plots in transporting the 
ballot boxes as they claim, why did they drag the escort 
guards of the opposition parties away from the entrance 
of the ballot counting places, including the main gate of 
the school, and why were the boxes transported only by 
the officials of the election management committee and 
police in many parts of the nation? 


A. In Chechon, North Chungchong Province, the PPD 
side put secret tickets [pipyo] including resident registra- 
tion cards into 16 ballot boxes,that there was a suspicion 
of the possibility that the ballot boxes could be replaced. 
However, only one secret ticket was found in the ballot 
counting place. 


B. In Kuro Disrict, Seoul, fraudulent ballot boxes were 
being taken out as much as 6 and 1/2 hours before the 
closing hour for voting, which clearly indicated the boxes 
were replaced. However, they were detained by citizens 
and students and thus a great protest was touched off. 
The police mobilized approximately 4,000 troops and 
dispersed the people by force and in a cruel manner. 
They then snatched the ballot boxes. This was a fact 
which all the people were clearly aware. No other evi- 
dence than this is needed to clearly prove fraud in the 
election. 


C. At the place where ballots were counted in Northern 
Pusan District, more votes than the number of voters 
were found and an observer from the opposition party 
declared the votes null and void and left the place. 


In addition to this, more votes were found than the 
number of voters in many places including Taejon, 
Sindangdong, Seoul, and Inchon. 


D. At the place ballots were counted in Chunsong 
County, Kangwon Province, five unlocked ballot boxes 
were found. An observer from the opposition party 
protested this and departed. Moreover, in Hongchon, 
Kangwon Province, |! ballot boxes were discovered 
with the locks off and with no seals from the voting 
district. Even the chairman of the election management 
committee of this district admitted this. 


E. In Tongnae Ulgu Disirict, Pusan, the ballot box of the 
No 4 voting district, Changjon No | dong, was not 
sealed. Thus, protests were lodged and fraud was found. 
As a result, the chairman of the election management 
committee [of the district] declared his resignation over 
the loudspeaker. 


This phenomenon was common throughout the country 
except for North and South Cholla Provinces. 


2. The undeniable suspicion of computer manipulation: 
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A. In Wando, South Cholla Province, at 2200 [1300 
GMT] on the night of 16 December—at a time when the 
vote counting had not even begun—the television broad- 
cast a false report that candidate Kim Tae-chung had 
obtained approximately 7,000 votes. 


In Mokpo, South Cholla Province, at around 2200 [1300 
GMT] on the same day—at a time when voting results 
had not been announced—the te! vision broadcast a 
false report that about 60% of the vote counting was 
completed. Thus, the chairman of the election manage- 
ment committee apologized for this on the spot while the 
television station made an apologetic statement by cut- 
ting in, noting “the mistake in computer handling” and 
so forth. 


B. Many presidential elections have been held in the 
past. However, in no case was there such a consistent 
difference of 2 million votes between the first and second 
places and 200,000 votes between the second and the 
third places as in the recent election. 


Furthermore, the vote count by the National Coalition 
[for Democracy] showed that candidate Kim Tae-chung 
was ahead of the third place candidate by over 300,000 
votes with 60% of the vote counting completed. 


The instance of SEOUL SINMUN publishing an 
advance extra edition is a more concrete piece of evi- 
dence. On the early morning of 17 December when only 
half of the vote counting was finished, SEOUL SINMUN 
reported that the final number of votes won by Mr No 
Tae-u was 8,102,450 and that the votes won by the two 
Kims numbered 6 million more or less. These figures 
were consistent with the actual number of votes won. 
This paper published an extra edition reporting the 
result of the final votes which no one could know unless 
it was fabricated beforehand. The paper was then hastily 
collected after it was already circulated. 


C. In reporting the ballot counting in Taegu as to the 
number of votes cast in favor of DJP candidate Mr No 
Tae-u, TONG-A ILBO reported 600,363 votes as of 
0900 [0000 GMT] on 17 December, CHUNGANG 
ILBO 880,363 votes as of 0900 [0000 GMT] the same 
day, TONG-A ILBO 900,363 as of 1100 [0200 GMT] on 
17 December, which is 2 hours later than its previous 
report, and HANGUK ILBO 800,363 as of 0100 on 18 
December [1600 GMT on 17 December]. 


It is Suspicious to us that the number of votes counted 
increased and decreased depending upon the newspapers 
reporting during the 16 hours of reports. In particular, 
what kind of trick was there to make all the figures end 
with 363? 


How can the authorities explain the strong suspicion 
among the people that the figures might have been 
predetermined and that the votes and ballot boxes were 
replaced in accordance with the predetermined figures? 
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3. The Truth of the fabrication of ghost voters. 


When our party on 21 December estimated the number 
of ghost voters to be at least 930,000, the authorities 
Staged a counter-propaganda mentioning “economic 
population,” as if our party had presented a false figure. 
Therefore, we will take the statistics as of | November 
1985 based on the national census taken by the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board Siatistical Bureau. According to 
these statistics, the number of people age 18 and over 
(those who could be eligible voters in the last presidential 
election) was not more than 25,695,747. Deducting 
437.824 of the same age brackets who died and 74,375 
who emigrated to other countries, the number of eligible 
voters in the last election should not exceed 25,183,548. 
Nevertheless, the authorities calculated the number of 
eligible voters at 25,873,624. Are not then the 690,000 
persons in excess the ghost voters? 


Also, taking into account the 200,000 to 300,000 ineli- 
gible voters, such as those banned from voting, those 
under a partial ban, the imprisoned, and those on 
probation, who are included in the census statistics but 
who have no right to vote, we should say that at least 
900,000 phantom voters were fabricated. 


Besides, we found many instances of omitting the names 
of voters who were likely to vote for candidate Kim 
Tae-chung from the voters’ list in Seoul and provincial 
areas. It was commonplace that an average of 50 persons’ 
names were intentionally omitted from the list per 
voting district. Nationwide, this amounts to 650,000. 
Since it is doubtless that the fabricated ghost voters took 
the the place of these, the number of votes resulting from 
this fraud alone for candidates Kim Tae-chung and No 
Tae-u could be 1,700,000. 


4. Fraud with absentee votes. 


One of the typical types of fraud in the last election was 
the fraud with absentee votes, in particular, open ballot 
under pressure in the army units, and the changing of 
votes after conducting secret ballots. 


Thus, assuming that at least 500,000 votes were stolen 
from 850,000 absentee votes nationwide, we arrive at the 
figure of a | million vote difference between the two 
competing candidates. 


In Hwasan Myon, Haenam County, South Cholla Prov- 
ince, after the preparation of the voters’ list ledger the 
authorities issued draft notices to 64 youths who were 
likely to vote for candidate Kim Tae-chung, making 
them absentee voters. Later, these youths were notified 
that the draft was postponed, which forced them to be 
deprived of their voting rights. If the ruling party abused 
these absentee votes, it must have been benefited in two 
ways. The fraud of this nature was committed in many 
places across the country. 


5. Fabrication of invalid votes: 
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In many places across the country, including Kangso 
District in Seoul, the chairman of the election manage- 
ment committee did not put his official seal on the 
voting slip given to the voters who were likely to vote for 
candidate Kim Tae-chung of our party. thus intention- 
ally invalidating these votes. 


Also, it was even worse that many of those who voted for 
candidate Kim Tae-chung marked their ballots not with 
a brush cap but with a wooden seal, thereby invalidating 
the vote. 


The invalid votes of these two types numbered an 
average of 60 per ballot box in the case of Kangso 
District. The fraud of this nature involving the chairman 
of the election management committee in the voting 
district in collusion with the authorities was committed 
in many areas across the country, including Kangso, 
Yongsan, and Tobong Districts in Seoul; Iksan in North 
Cholla Province: Yosu in South Cholla Province; and 
Yangsan in South Kyongsang Province. In the case of 
Koje in South Kyongsang Province, at No 4 polling 
Station alone the number of invalid votes cast for candi- 
date Kim Tae-chung (without the seal of the chairman of 
the election management committee) was 154. If this 
kind of fraud was committed on an average of 60 votes 
per voling district, the national total would amount to 
800.000 votes. 


If we consider only these five representative types of vote 
fraud, the cumulative rigged votes number more than 
several million. Other fraudulent acts concerning vote 
buying. including relay voting, voting by proxy, the 
expulsion of opposition election observers, and the buy- 
ing off of opposition election observers, were committed 
beyond description. In this respect, we conclude that 
DJP candidate No Tae-u won, by pure means, less than 
half of the 8 million votes. 


We cannot but conclude that many votes were stolen. 
many of them candidate Kim Tae-chung’s. 


We think that these election frauds required the involve- 
ment of numerous people. We urge them to disclose, in 
the name of conscience and justice and before the people 
and history. the true picture of frauds they were com- 
pelled to commit. 
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Our PPD will protect, by all means. all of those who 
muster their courage by sacrificing themselves. We, 
along with the people, also promise to give them honor 
and compensation. 


Scholars, religious personages, cultural personages, stu- 
dents, workers, farmers, and people of all other walks of 
life are rising up to vehemently denounce election frauds 
and are waging a struggle to make the election null and 
void. In addition to us, even the congressional inspection 
team of the Democratic and Republican Parties of the 
United States points out that even though frauds were 
committed in the Korean election, the media at home 
and abroad did not report on them sufficiently. 


Considering these facts, you, the people, can understand 
that our overall rejection of the recent presidential 
election 1s not an arbitrary PPD decision. 


The instances that have been pointed out so far are just 
the tip of the iceberg. Our party collected approximately 
1.000 election rigging cases and will soon release a more 
detaiied report on them in the “White Paper on the 
Rigged Election.” 


In the name of history and the people. we are resolved to 
wage a Struggle to the end against hidden election frauds. 
We expect the understanding and encouragement of you. 
the people. 


Special Assembly Session Considered in January 
SK310231 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 31 
Dec 87 p 1 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party is consider- 
ing convening an extraordinary National Assembly ses- 
sion around Jan. 11. 


DJP floor leader Yi Tae-sun said yesterday that the 
special session would last for about a week. 


He said he will meet his opposition counterparts to 
discuss opening a special Assembly session. 


During the projected session, the Assembly would act on 
revisions to the Assembly Election Law, Education Law 
and laws relating to local autonomy, Y1 said. 


The ruling party’s floor leader, who made behind-the- 
scenes contacts with opposition partics recently, said he 
will seek the opposition’s cooperation in the operation of 
the Assembly. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Mahathir on Problems in New Economic Policy 
BK310603 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0512 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Dec. 31 (OANA-BERNAMA}— 
The New Economic Policy (NEP) has not succeeded in 
creating a permanent Maiay middle class. It has only 
worked in the equity aspect—the nominal share aspect 
as characterised by National Trading Corporation (PNB 
or Pernas), Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed said 
in a special interview published in the BUSINESS 
TIMES today. 


He said that the economy is still basically the same and 
that what has happened is the government has made it 
possible for this Malay middle class to survive. 


To say that the NEP has succeeded is to be optimistic. 
You say it has succeeded in creating this middle class of 
Malay professionals. It has not. All these people—the 
Malay contractors, the Malay lawyers, the business- 
men—depend on the government. 


Now that the government is not having many projects. 
all of them are suffering. he said. 


Dr Mahathir added that since the government ts cutting 
back, these Malays have reverted to being the bottom 
rung of the middle class.... Many of them are bankrupt 
because they borrowed money. 


Dr Mahathir said what is needed is a genuine partner- 
ship between the Malays and the non-Malays. 


He said that giving money to Malays to squander is not 
helping them. If anyone used a Malay name to tender for 
a government project that is not helping the Malays or 
anyone. 


He added that as things went, the Malays will need 
continued assistance for a long time. He said the crutch 
will remain until there is an equitable distribution of 
wealth. 


I would not like to see the crutch taken off when Malay 
contractors can only get contracts from the government. 
Where are they to go? He asked. 


However, the prime minister said he was not blaming the 
non-Malays but the Malays who take the easy way out. 
They think the NEP means a free gift. He stressed that 
the Malays must learn how to manage and how to be 
thrifty. 


Asked whether there will be a cabinet reshuffle he replied 
emphatically: No. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 17 


On allegations the government is corrupt, the prime 
minister said: It seems that is the lot of people in power. 
to get this sort of criticism. It is more so in my case 
because we're trying Out new ideas. New ideas mean 
change and people don’t like change. 


He said the perception of corruption is built up by those 
who opposed the government using the newspaper. mak- 
ing indirect remarks that slant. and using the courts. 


They have given the impression that the country is 
corrupt, that the administration is corrupt. When I ask: 
Who is corrupt? ... Nobody answers. 


Dr Mahathir said he is very strict in the government and 
that the administration is cleaner than most countries 
although there may be some black sheep. 


On the various policies that were enunciated when he 
took over such as the Look East and the Clean, Efficient 
and Trustworthy. Dr Mahathir said they are still being 
followed: The fact that you don’t hear it publicily does 
not mean that we've dropped them. 


The prime minister refuted allegations that the recent 
Internal Security Act (ISA) arrests will stifle criticism 
and encourage yes-men. 


I have nothing against critics. Even after the ISA arrests, 
privatization was criticised. The critics were not arrest- 
ed. Constructive criticism is always accepted. 


However, people who tell a lot of lies, who slant every- 
thing they say and create an atmosphere of mistrust and 
tension deserve the ISA. 


He said he did not like using the ISA and tried to be 
liberal but if the liberalism spawns many misfits who 
want to project themselves as champuons....this country 
cannot afford it. 


On privatization the prime minister said that it 1s very 
slow adding that only one or two have gone on stream 
like Malaysia Airlines and the Malaysian International 
Shipping Corporation. 


There has been too much resistance against the concept 
despite the repeated reassurances that the future of 
workers would not be adversely affected, he said. 


Paper on Call To Improve Islamic Economy 
BK301257 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
9 Dec 87 p 10 

[Editorial: “Upgrade the Economy To Strengthen 
Islam's Integrity” 


[Text] One of the Islamic religion’s important issues is a 
call for a peaceful and secure life. a strong faith, moral- 
ity, and discipline in this world or the next. All this is the 
religion’s basic objective in strengthening its integrity by 
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all of Prophet Muhammad's followers. Prime Minister 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed, with a similar objec- 
tive, said the responsibility to strengthen Islam's upright- 
ness is closely interlinked to improving the Islamic 
economy. The prime minister added that the Isiamic 
sector's economic achievement is disheartening and is in 
dire need of closer attention and continuing efforts to 
remedy the situation. To leave everything to fate and the 
Almighty will not bring about any desired result and will 
probably end in irreparable damage. 


Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir said only a strong and stable 
Islamic community in all sectors—economy, education, 
and politics—will be accordingly respected and honored. 
In carrying out the religion’s obligations and finding the 
desired goa! as laid down by the religion, the Islamic 
community has been burdened, too, with a call not to 
neglect its responsibility to society. This means that the 
Islamic community has a mandate to find ways to 
Strengthen its economic status and simultaneously gain 
knowledge for the benefit of all. Beginning with a tireless 
and honest effort by all sectors concerned, whether the 
industrial or white-collar sectors, the Islamic community 
should immediately converge on this responsibility. If all 
the members of the Islamic community hold steadfastly 
to this principle, then the desire to improve the Islamic 
community's economy and integrity will undoubtedly 
bear fruit. 


In Malaysia, numerous agencies have been given the task 
of improving the Islamic community's economic situa- 
tion. There are agencies which only cater to welfare 
services while others are tasked with activities aimed at 
improving the country’s Islamic community’s economy. 
The Hajj Pilgrimage Management Board [LUTH] is one 
such agency which undertakes economic activities by 
affording facilities to Islamic community members 
intending to fulfill the fifth tenet of the Islamic faith, the 
Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca. Even though numerous criti- 
cisms are continuously hurled at the LUTH, the most 
important issue to note is its effort to consolidate the 
religion’s mandatory obligation with worldly ones. For 
those who utilize the board’s services, the contribution 
toward the development of Islam will directly mean that 
they are contributing toward the religion’s economic 
strength and integrity. Their participation in the LUTH 
will enable the achievement of both objectives. 


It is clear to see that the LUTH and other agencies with 
Islamic principles as their nucleus are still dissatisfied 
with their current achievements. Concerning education, 
the room for improvement in this area is still great. The 
effort to fill the vacuum of knowledge, whether for 
worldly or spiritual purposes, undoubtedly can never 
end. The effort to broaden religion can also never cease. 
All these can be achieved through excellent economic 
achievement which in turn will bring about very much 
better overall success. It is then clear that the duty of a 
Muslim is not only limited to seeking spiritual content- 
ment, even though this achievement also is needed for a 
peaceful and secure life on earth. A Muslim is given the 
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responsibility to shoulder fully the burden of caring for 
his wife and his children and also to extend his contri- 
butions, spiritually or physically, to his relatives, society, 
and motherland. The life of a Muslim will be more 
meaningful and secure if he can truly find a desired and 
balanced destiny in all these. 


The prime minister’s suggestion should be viewed within 
its true context. His suggestion does not mean that a 
Muslim should leave all his religious obligations just to 
seek material success. People know that material success 
cannot guarrantee a life secure, content, and without 
tension. Also, the large-scale acquisition and possession 
of properties and riches can help form the basis for 
strengthening Islam’s integrity economically and also 
broadening God's teachings. The sole desire to possess 
greater, overflowing wealth for one’s personal ends, 
without even giving much thought toward extending 
desired charitable contributions, can lead to a total 
collapse of the Islamic spirit of cooperation and also 
destroy its integrity. 


Singapore 


Expulsion of Christian Group Ordered 
BK301230 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] The government has today ordered the expulsion 
of the Christian Conference of Asia [CCA], a regional! 
ecumenical organization registered as a society in Sing- 
apore. The minister for home affairs, Prof S. Jeyakumar, 
has ordered its dissolution and revoked employment 
[word indistinct] of its five foreigti executive officers. 
They have been given 2 weeks to wind up their affairs 
and leave the country. A Ministry of Home Affairs 
statement says the government has taken this action 
because the organization has breached the undertaking it 
gave in 1974, when it (agreed) not to indulge in any 
political activity or allow its funds to be used for political 


purposes. 


The ministry said the CCA has been using Singapore as 
a base to support liberation movements in other Asian 
countries helping to fund pro-communisi movements, 
solidarity conferences, and exchanges for political activ- 
ists and dissidents. Through the CCA NEWS, its 
monthly journal published in Singapore, the organiza- 
tion seeks to pursuade its readers to involve themselves 
in radical political activities. The CCA NEWS carries 
editorials exhorting readers to take up issues which have 
nothing to do with the Christian faith. It highlights 
reports of church faith confrontations and appeals for 
ecumenical solidarity for Christian dissidents in trouble 
with the authorities. It also regularly publishes its article 
on liberation theology. 


The ministry adds that the CCA has provided covert 
support for radical activists in Singapore. It was respon- 
sible for starting the Jurong industrial mission project in 
1969. The Jurong industrial mission was used by leftists 
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and Marxists like Tan Wah Piow, Paul Joseph, Lim Huat 
Chye, and Vincent Cheng. They were involved in the 
Marxist conspiracy as a cover to stir up industrial unrest 
in the Jurong factories in the early seventies. The CCA 
also provided Vincent Cheng with financial support 
[word indistinct] when he was studying at the Trinity 
Theological College in the mid-seventies and later when 
he was working as a workers’ organizer in 1983-84. 


The ministry also revealed that CCA members have 
mustered campaigns against the recent arrest of the 
Murxist conspirators. Its subsidiary bodies in Hong 
Kong, as well as some of its member Council of Church- 
es, have sent protest letters to the government. The 
ministry said that the government will not allow any 
foreign or regional organization based in Singapore to 
meddle in the internal affairs of the country or to use 
Singapore as a base for political activities involving 
other countries. By promoting political corners in the 
region and supporting radical activists in Singapore, the 
CCA has clearly breached its undertaking not to engage 
in political activities. The CCA has been used for pur- 
poses prejudicial to Singapore’s interest and has there- 
fore been expelled. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin, Najibullah Sign Treaty 
BK310520 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] At 0830 this morning, a ceremony was held in the 
Chamka Mon presidential palace to sign a friendship 
and cooperation treaty between the PRK and the Repub- 
lic of Afghanistan. The treaty was signed by Comrade 
Heng Samrin, general secretary of the KPRP Central 
Committee and chairman of the PRK Council of State, 
and Comrade Najibullah, general secretary of the Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan [PDPA] Central 
Committee and president of the Republic of Afghani- 
stan. 


Present at the signing ceremony were, on the Camoodian 
side: Comrade Say Phuthang, member of the KPRP 
Central Committee Political Bureau, chairman of the 
party Central Committee Control Commission, and vice 
chairman of the Council of State: Comrade Chea Soth, 
member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; 
Comrade Kong Sam-ol, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers; Comrade Dit Munti, deputy minister of for- 
eign affairs; and Comrade Soy Keo, deputy minister of 
national defense. Present for the signing for the Afghan 
side were: Comrade Abdul Wakil, member of the PDPA 
Central Committee Political Bureau and minister of 
foreign affairs; Comrade Shanawa Tani, PDPA Central 
Committee Political Bureau alternate member and chief 
of the General Staff of the Afghan Army: Comrade 
Abdul Hamid Mohtat, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers; Comrade Mohammad Sakhi Daneshjo, dep- 
uty foreign minister and supreme counselor of the 
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Republic of Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs: and 
Comrade Mohammad Shafi Azimi, ambassador extraor- 
dinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Afghan:- 
stan to Cambodia. 


On this occasion, Comrade Dit Munti, deputy foreign 
minister of the PRK and Comrade Mohammad Sakhi 
Daneshjo, deputy foreign minister and supreme counse- 
lor of the Republic of Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, signed a protocol of the 1988 cooperation 
between the Foreign Ministries of the PRK and Republic 
of Afghanistan. 


This ceremony proceeded in a very joyous, cordial, and 
warm atmosphere. 


Kong Sam-ol Meets With Labor Delegations 
BK251328 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1128 GMT 
25 Dec 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK Dec. 25—Kampuchean Vice 
Premier Kong Sam-ol received in Phnom Penh Friday 
morning the Vietnamese and Lao labour delegations to 
the Second Indochinese Labour Conference which 
closed yesterday afternoon. 


Kong Sam-ol highly hailed the success of the conference 
as a contribution to developing and consolidating the 
friendship and cooperation among the three nations. 


For their part, the Vietnamese and Lao head delegates 
highly acclaimed the all-round achievements recorded 
by the Kampuchean people in the past nearly nine years 
considering those their own, and pledged to do their 
utmost to promote the labour cooperation among the 
three countries in Indochina. 


The Lao delegation left here the same day. 


Vietnamese Delegation Departs 
BK301149 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0414 GMT 
30 Dec 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 30 Dec (SPK)—The delegation of 
the Vietnamese Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs led 
by its Deputy Minister Le Khac Hieu left Phnom Penh 
Tuesday after attending the second Indochinese confer- 
ence on labor held on 24 December in the Cambodian 
capital. 


During its stay, the delegation was received by Kong 
Sam-Ol, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers. It 
visited historical remains in Takeo Province and estab- 
lishments in Phnom Penh. 
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Heng Samrin Congratulates CSSR Leader 
BK 250620 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1119 GMT 
24 Dec 87 


[Text] Phnom Penn 5PK December 24—Heng Samrin, 
general secretary of tre Pecple’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea Central ‘ ommiitee, has sent warmest con- 
gratulations to Milos Jakes on his election as general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. 


The Kampuchean leader highly praised the newly elected 
Czechoslovak leader's heroism and great exploits in the 
struggle against aggressors as well as his contributions to 
the socialist construction in Czechoslovakia. 


“We are convinced that under your clear-sighted leader- 
ship, the Czechoslovak people will record new success in 
building a developed socialist society in the Czechoslo- 
vak Socialist Republic, thus contributing to the consoli- 
dation of the socialist community and to the cause of 
world peace,” Heng Samrin added. 


Bulgarian Party Lecturers Visit Reported 
BK251224 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1120 GMT 
25 Dec 87 


[iext] Phnom Penh SPK December 25—A group of 
lecturers of the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) Cen- 
tral Committee led by Milcho Stoyanov, a section direc- 
tor of the BCP CC's Economic Relations Department, 
has concluded its five-day long visit to Kampuchea. 


During their stay in Kampuchea, the lecturers had talks 
with officials of the PRPK Central Committee’s Com- 
mission for Propaganda and Education, during which 
the guests were briefed on the all-round achievements of 
the Kampuchean people during the past nine years. 


On this occasion, Milcho Stoyanov, reaffirmed his 
country’s determination to consolidate and strengthen 
the relationship between the parties and governments of 
the two countries. 


They also gave lectures on Bulgaria’s social and eco- 
nomic renovation in the spirit of the |3th Congress of 
the BCP at various public offices in Phnom Penh. 


The guests also visited the exhibition on Kampuchea’s 
achievements the past nine years, the Tuol Sleng 
Museum of Genocide, the National Museum and a 
center of industrial establishments in Phnom Penh. 


Politburo Communique on Communist Congress 
BK270918 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[26 December “communique” of the KPRP Central 
Committee Political Bureau] 


[Text] During a meeting held on 26 December 1987, the 
Political Bureau of the KPRP Central Committee heard 
a report presented by Comrade Nguon Nhel. alternate 
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member of the Political Bureau and secretary of the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Party Committee. who headed a 
high-ranking delegation of the KPRP to the 26th Con- 
gress of the Comvunist Party of France [PCF] held in 
Paris, the French Republic, from 2 to 6 December. 1987. 


The Political Bureau appreciated the content, experienc- 
es, and analysis of the Congress on the situation at home 
and abroad and the strategic goal set by the PCF at this 
26th Congress as an important orientation for the con- 
tinuation of its struggle in the advance toward future 
victories. 


Through the report of the congress. the PCF held that the 
PCF’s struggle to expand the party line as explained 
during the 25th PCF Congress, and to turn itself into a 
modern party pursuing Marxism and scientific socialism 
with democracy, independence, autonomy, justice. free- 
dom, equality, and peace, mobilizing the masses into 
core forces, consolidating the party foundation from 
central to grass-roots levels, increasing relations with all 
parties in the world, maintaining contacts with various 
communist and workers parties and movements on the 
basis of the principles of respecting each other's indepen- 
dence and sovereignty, noninterference in each other's 
internal affairs, fighting for peace, and supporting the 
peace proposals of the Soviet Union and other ocialist 
countries is a struggle for the just cause of the French 
working class and people throughout the country. 


The Political Bureau agreed with, and highly appreciated 
the results of the talks held in an atmosphere of friend- 
ship and solidarity between Comrade Nguon Nhel and 
PCF leaders and a number of communist and workers 
party delegations, considering them fruitful and very 
useful for mutual understanding and the development of 
the relationship between these parties and our KPRP. 


The Political Bureau regarded the past as well as current 
support of the PCF and French people as an important 
encouragement for the just revolutionary struggle of the 
Cambodian people and as a contribution to finding 
solutions for the Cambodian issue and the problems of 
peace and stability in Southeast Asia and the world. 


[Dated] Phnom Penh, 26 December 1987 


Defense Minister Visits Soldiers Families 
BK260926 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Text] A Defense Ministry delegation headed by Com- 
rade Koy Buntha, member of the KPRP Central Com- 
mittee and minister of nationa! defense, recently paid a 
visit to families and relatives of revolutionary army 
combatants in Svay Rieng Province. and presented them 
with presents and souvenirs. 


During his meeting with families of active revolutionary 
combatants, families of dead or disabled combatants, 
and the local revolutionary authorities, the comrade 
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minister expressed admiration at the high revolutionary 
spirit of the authorities, cadres. combatants, and people 
of Svay Rieng Province who have actively contributed to 
the many successes of the Cambodian cause to build and 
Strengthen the revolutionary armed forces. He also 
praised the good tradition of the people and revolution- 
ary authorities in Carrying out the rear-line policy as well 
as the exemplary behavior of the authorities. cadres, and 
party members who were outstanding in making sacri- 
fices for the growth of the KPRAF. 


[Words indistinct] the comrade commander of the pro- 
vincial armed forces briefed the minister on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the past efforts to build the local 
armed forces. 


Through conversations and exchanges of experiences, 
the authorities at all levels in Svay Rieng Province 
pledged to [words indistinct] of our revolutionary armed 
forces. 


Chea Sim Meets With Youth Associations 
BK270710 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] On the morning of 25 December. Comrade Chea 
Sim. member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and chairman of the National Assembly and of 
the KUFNCD National Council, met with cadres of 
municipal, provincial. and district youth associations at 
the office of the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary 
Youth Union. 


Speaking on that occasion, Comrade Chea Sim wel- 
comed and highly valued the rapid growth of the ranks of 
youth association cadres during the past 9 years. partic- 
ularly the success of their tasks to lead and persuade 
youths to actively join in the emulation movement of 
youth volunteering to participate in national defense. He 
also spoke on the constant development in all fields of 
the Cambodian revolution, particularly the successful 
implementation of the tasks relating to the national 
reconciliation policy and the statement on the political 
solution to the Cambodian problem advocated by the 
PRK with an aim to bringing peace and happiness to the 
people and to contribute to peace in Southeast Asia. 


Comrade Chea Sim also exhorted all youth association 
cadres to adhere to their vanguard role in order to render 
themselves worthy of the trust of the party and people by 
Striving to enhance their capabilities, struggling to smash 
all psychologica! warfare maneuvers of the enemies of all 
stripes, and particularly persuading youths to volunteer 
to join the army and to promote agricultural production 
in order to get high yields to contribute to successful 
realization of all resolutions set forth by the fifth party 


congress. 
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237 Return in 21 Days Ending 17 December 
BK251322 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1174 GMI 
25 Dec 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK December 25—In 21 days 
ending on December 17, 237 people intoxicated by the 
enemy propaganda reported themselves to the revolu- 
uuonary authorities across the country. bringing along 
113 assorted guns and a quantity of aliamunition, says a 
report of the Kampuchean Commission for the Conver- 
sion of the Misled. 


The report quoted In Phal. company commander of 
Polpotist Division 912. who crossed over with his men to 
the revolution, as speaking of the Pol Pot faction’s 
weakening position and disintegration and its failure in 
demagogic propaganda against the Kampuchean revolu- 
ion. 


Another returnee. Som Thea. said that Pol Potists’ 
nature has never changed. who aim to again commit 
genocide in Kampuchea. [sentence as received] 


Radio Reports 144 ‘Bandits’ Put Out of Action 
BK260657 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[From the “Weekly Roundup of Pas! Salient Events” 
Feature] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Among the outstanding bat- 
tle scenes worthy of remembering are the following: 


Ata point 15 km southwest of Phnum Thom. a contin- 
gent of Unit No 15 of Division B intercepted a group of 
bandits surreptitiously crossing the border trom Thai- 
land for the purpose of undermining the revolutionary 
gains and the peaceful life of our people. With courage 
and a firm grasp of combat tactics. our comrades in arms 
killed 15 bandits on the spot and captured another and 
seized 25 assorted weapons and some materiel. At the 
same time, our militia forces did away with many other 
bandits in the outlying regions close to the border. 


All in all, last week our KPRAF put out of action 144 
bandits of all stripes. including 36 who surrendered. and 
seized 129 weapons and some war materiel. [passage 
omitted] 


Anniversary of Vietnam Occupation Marked 
BK250915 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Station editorial: “Nine Years of War of Aggression in 
Cambodia Have Bogged Down the V:etnamese Enemy 
and Made It Face Further Destruction” ] 


[Text] By 25 December 1987. the Vietnamese enemy's 
war of aggression in Cambodia has been dragging on for 
9 years. These past 9 years have clearly shown the 
increasing deterio. ation of the Vietnamese enemy in 
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every field and also the steady progress of the struggle of 
the Cambodian people. the DK National Army, and all 
patriotic Cambodian forces to liberate our Cambodian 
nation and safeguard our Cambodian race. 


When the Vietnamese sent hundreds of thousands of 
soldiers, backed by tanks and equipped with artillery. 
aircraft, and all sorts of modern weapons supplied b, the 
Soviet Union, to invade and occupy Cambodia on 25 
December 1978, the Hanoi Vietnamese had firmly 
hoped that they would be able to annex Cambodia 
quickly and set up the Indochinese federation and use 
this as a stepping stone tc implement their regional 
expansionist strategy and the global expansionist strat- 
egy of their Soviet masters in this region. However. this 
dream vanished like wax in the sun. 


Vietnam’s war of aggression in Cambodia has been 
opposed by a courageous, valiant. and vigorous struggle 
of the DK National Army and the entire Cambodian 
nation and people. Our struggle has dragged the Viet- 
namese blitzkrieg strategy into our strategy of protracted 
war. And it 1s certain that in the long run, the aggressors 
will be further depleted until total defeat. On the Cam- 
bodian battlefield. the Vietnamese enemy aggressors’ 
situation is getting worse from year to year. In this ninth 
year, they are further bogged down and are facing 
increasingly difficult problems. They are losing the ini- 
tiative and are at a complete impasse. This year, the 
Vietnamese lack a lot of fighting forces. They want to 
continue to seal off the border and cut off our supply 
lines but have failed to do so. We still continue to get 
supplies into the interior. The Vietnamese have pulled 
back some forces from the border to resist our major 
attacks in the interior but again have failed. In fact, our 
National Army is penetrating deeper into the interior 
and is fighting the Vietnamese enemy even more active- 
ly, killing increasing numbers of Vietnamese soldiers, 
and in particular, attacking and dismantling more and 
more Vietnamese enemy’s village and commune admin- 
istrative networks. This has further shaken the state 
authority networks the Vietnamese have laboriously set 
up in Cambodia to serve their war of aggression. Basi- 
cally, the Vietnamese strategy to supply the war using 
local resources has been a failure. 


Along with this, the Cambodian people in villages, 
communes, and districts throughout the country are 
more angry with the Vietnamese enemy and are further 
uniting and cooperating with our National Army to fight 
actively and vigorously against the Vietnamese enemy 
aggressors everywhere. As for compatriot Cambodian 
soldiers, who have been forced to serve the Vietnamese, 
they have mutinied against the Vietnamese and defected 
in increasing numbers to cooperate with our National 
Army. They have deserted in groups, in units, in pla- 
toons, in companies, in battalions, and in regiments. In 
fact, officers and subordinates have been deserting. Even 
officials in the National Assembly of the Viet iamese 
puppet administration in Phnom Penh have successively 
contacted our CGDK and wanted to join us. 
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This clearly shows that the Vietnamese enemy 1s being 
defeated and is strategically being uprocted. In the 
international arena, the Vietnamese are more and more 
isolated. At this year’s UN General Assembly, the Viet- 
namese busily carried out deceitful diplomatic maieu- 
vers, more so than the previous years. in an attempt to 
lessen the international community’s condemnation. 
dupe international opinion on the Cambodian issue, and 
split the international forces which provide assistance 
and support to the Cambodian people's just struggle. 
However. the Vietnamese maneuvers have been shame- 
fuliy defeated. The 117 countries, which voted to 
demand that Vietnam pull out all its aggressor forces 
from Cambodia. have become a powerful political force 
to pressure Vietnam to abide by resolutions of the past 
UN General Assembly sessions and accept the CGDK’s 
eight-point peace proposal to resolve the Cambodian 
problem politically. This has further caused panic among 
the Vietnamese. This shows that the world is more aware 
of the true, aggressive. and expansionist nature of the 
Hanoi Vietnamese who cannot dupe anyone anymore. 


In Vietnam, the Vietnamese economy is heading down 
and sinking to the lowest level. At the end of this year, all 
levels of Vietnamese authorities and various official 
Vietnamese papers have repeatedly admitted the eco- 
nomic problems. the failure of Vietnam's economic 
reforms, and the decrease in quality and quantity of all 
kinds of products in Vietnam, whether agricultural or 
industrial. There have been complaints of the high 
inflation rate, high prices, social crisis, corruption, brib- 
ery, and wastage which are spreading throughout Viet- 
namese society. Vietnamese people continuc to flee their 
country by boats and the internal rift in the Vietnamese 
leadership has not been resolved yet. These are the 
disastrous consequences of the Hanoi Vietnamese war of 
aggression and expansion in Cambodia. 


In sum, in this ninth year. various problems on the 
battlefield of aggression in Cambodia, in the interna- 
tional arena, and in Vietnam, have further strangled the 
Hanoi Vietnamese clique nearly to death. In history. 
aggressors never win over the just struggles of various 
people who fight for independence and national libera- 
tion. The Hanoi Vietnamese aggressors are no different. 
A dark future. that is, a final defeat, awaits them. If the 
Hanoi clique wants to avoid this shameful and bitter 
defeat, the best and only way out is to accepi the 
CGDK’s eight-point peace proposal to orderly pui! out 
all its aggressor forces from Cambodia in accordance 
with resolutions of the past nine UN General Assembly 
sessions. If Vietnam persists in continuing the destruc- 
tive war of aggression in Cambodia, it will certainly be 
shamefully and degradingly defeated like aggressors in 
previous times. 


District Seat in Koh Kong Attacked 

BK 250202 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
24 Dec 87 

{From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” fea- 
ture] 
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[Excerpt] Koh Kong Kraom battlefield: On the night of 
17 December, our National Army, in cooperation with 
peopie and patriotic Cambodian soldiers. launched a 
commando raid against Thmar Sar district seat in Koh 
Kong Province. 


After a 30-minute battle. we killed 7 and wounded 9 
Vietnamese enemy soldiers: destroyed 15 weapons, 
including 3 B-40°s, 2 M-79's, 7 AK’s, 3 AR-IS’s. a 
regional! office, a district office. a commune office, and 3 
army shelters; and seized some war materiel. We liber- 
ated three villages, Thmar Sar. Sre Trav. and Phnum 
Thm; and a battalion position. We freed 5 district, 
ccramune, and village officials: and 25 Cambodian sol- 
dicrs. 


We also dispersed 400 Vietnamese families into the sea. 
The next morning. 18 December, the Vietnamese enemy 
disp2tched forces to try to retrieve bodies of their 
comrades. Two Vietnamese soldiers were killed and 
three others wounded by our mines and ambushes. 


[passage omitted] 


VODK Calls for More Attacks Against Villages 
BK 260629 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Station commentary: “The Vietnamese Enemy Is Cur- 
rently Panicking Because of Attacks Against Villages by 
our DK National Army. Therefore Every Battlefield 
Should Strive To Double. Triple Efforts To Attack 
Villages”} 


[Text] The 10th dry season is in its third month. In the 
past over 2 months of the |0th dry season. our DK 
National Army has been closely cooperating with our 
people and compatriots in every locality and patriotic 
Cambodian soldiers and village and commune officials 
who have been forced to serve the Vietnamese in holding 
aloft the banner to attack and dismantle repeatedly and 
vigorously Vietnamese administrative networks in vil- 
lages and communes throughout the country. Compared 
with previous dry seasons, the current movement to 
attack villages repeatedly by our DK National Army has 
been vigorous and active since the start of the !Oth dry 
season to the third month of the season. 


In the past over 2 months, the Vietnamese enemy did not 
take any major initiative in any area compared to the 
same period of time in the ninth dry season, last year. 
when the Hanoi Vietnamese busily brought Vietnamese 
soldiers and war materiel from Vietnam to battlefields in 
Cambodia, in particular the ones in western Cambodia, 
to seal off the border. Then, not only were Vietnamese 
soldiers and war materiel used, but tens of thousands of 
our compatriots were drafted through the stinking Viet- 
namese K-5 plan to work and die pathetically on battle- 
fields. However, at the beginning of this | 0th dry season. 
the Vietnamese have been silent on the battlefields in 
western Cambodia. There has been no sign yet that the 
Vietnamese are preparing for aggressive activities along 
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the border. What 1s the reasons for tins? [1 1s not because 
the Vietnamese do not wani lo repeal their previous dry 
seasons performances to impress people and get praises 
for their aggressive activities in western Cambodia. The 
Vietnamese do want to repeat this. 


However. the Hanoi Vietnamese enemy aggressors are 
panicking because a number of v:!lages have been lost to 
our National Army and people. This 1s why the Hanoi 
Vietnamese have been busily sending reinforcement 
forces from Vietnam to the battlefield of aggression in 
Cambodia to assist in resisting the attacks against vil- 
lages by our DK National Army. 


In the past ninth rainy season, the Vietnamese brought in 
18.000 reinforcement troops from Vietnam. More sol- 
diers have been successively dispatched to Cambodia 
since the beginning of this 10th dry scason. The Viet- 
namese have also brought in ship-loads of weapons and 
war materiel provided by the:r Soviet masters. How *: er, 
itis now past mid-December and the Vietnamese are sull 
inactive both along the border and inside Cambodia. 
The reason is because the Vietnamese are tied down 
everywhere in resisting the general attacks against vil- 
lages by our DK National Army. The cooperation among 
our National Army, people, compatriot Cambodian sol- 
diers, and militiamen and officials in villages and com- 
munes to actively and vigorously attack villages every- 
where in the country 1s breaking up Vietnamese troops 
and forcing them to be deployed everywhere to resist the 
unity and cooperation of the 3-eiement forces. This 1s to 
prevent villages and communes from slipping into the 
hands of our DK National Army and people. 


The Vietnamese have been trying very hard to defend 
villages. which are the source of food for their war of 
aggression: however. they have failed to do so. There- 
fore, they have to pull back their forces trom the border 
to resist Our attacks against villages inside Cambodia. 
For example. two regiments from the 330th Division and 
a regiment from the 309th Division were dispatched to 
northwest Phnom Penh: and two regiments were taken 
from the 9th Division and sent to the interior. Apart 
from this, other forces inside Cambodia were also moved 
to resist Our attacks against villages. This clearly shows 
that the Vietnamese have lost initiative and are now 
chasing after us. It 1s the Hanoi Vietnamese strategy to 
amass their forces and seal off the border to prevent our 
National Army from attacking them inside the country 
and also to try to destroy all our forces in the interior. 
However, the Vietnamese are now chasing after our 
National Army: they have pulled back the bulk of their 
forces and deployed them in villages 2nd used them as 
village police forces. Therefore. these troops no longer 
play the role of intervention forces used in offensive 
attacks. Their main concern is the fall of more villages 
into the hands of our DK National Army and people. 


The Vietnamese are currently panicking because of the 
attacks against villages by our DK National Army and 
people. Realizing this deteriorating s **ation of the Viet- 
namese. our National Army on every vu. ttlef eld should 
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further increase the unity and cooperation of the three- 
element forces and double and triple the attacks against 
villages to pressure the Vietnamese until they agree to sit 
down at a negotiating table to resolve the Cambodian 
problem politically in accordance with the CGDK’s 
eight-point peace proposal and resolutions of the past 
nine UN General Assembly sessions, which demand that 
the Vietnamese Army and all Vietnamese aggressor 
forces be withdrawn from Cambodia immediaiely and 
unconditionally to let the Cambodian people decide 
their destiny themselves without outside interference or 
pressure. 


Vietnamese Tank Destroyed in Sisophon 
BK270205 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
26 Dec 87 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] North Sisophon battlefield: 
On 18 December, two T-62 tanks of the Vietnamese 
enemy moving from Samraong to Kouk Mon hit our 
land mines in an area between Plat Svay and O Priel. 
One of the tanks was set ablaze in the explosion and 
three Vietnamese soldiers in the tank were killed and 
another was wounded. An 85-mm gun and a 12.7-mm 
gun were destroyed. [passage omitted] 


Sihanoukist Forces Destroy SRV Tank 
BK270707 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] According to an ANS [Sihanoukist National 
Army] spokesman, ANS combatants have destroyed an 
M-113 tank, killed 8 Vietnamese soldiers, and wounded 
28 others during last week’s ambushes and mine attacks 
in Battambang and Oddar Meanchey Provinces. 


This spokesman said that on 19 December, 6 ANS 
combatants from the 2d Brigade planted mines on Route 
69 near Kouk Khpos village in Samraong District of 
Oddar Meanchey Province. He added that, at 1600 
[0900 GMT] on the same day, three M-1 13 armored cars 
of the Vietnamese enemy moving from Samraong Dis- 
trict along Route 69 hit these land mines. One of the 
armored cars was destroyed in the explosion and nine 
Vietnamese soldiers in the car were wounded. 


This spokesman reported further that on 16 December, 
more than 30 ANS combatants from the same brigade 
ambushed a group of more than 100 Vietnamese soldiers 
transporting materiel in the vicinity of Prasat Lungtri in 
Banteay Chhma District of Battambang Province. As a 
result of this 30-minute ambush, 8 Vietnamese soldiers 
were killed and 19 others were wounded. The ANS 
combatants suffered no losses. 
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Laos 


KPL Says Thai Army Carried Out Attacks 
BK311028 Vientiane KPL in Enelish 
0909 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Vientiane, December 31 (KPL)—On December 
29, from morning tll night, Thai rightist reactionaries 
continued firing hundreds of 105 and 155 mm shells to 
the Lao territory, particularly the Hills 1428 and 1370 in 
the western part of Boten District, the northwestern 
Province of Sayaboury, reported a local source. 


In the evening of December 29, Thai reactionaries 
deployed an infantry force attack on Height 1370, but it 
was met with strong reports [as received] from the local 
army and militiamen and subsequently the invaders 
were forced to withdraw. 


The following day, on December 30, carly morning tll 
11.30 hrs, Thai reactionaries renewed their attack by 
firing 105 and 155 mm shells to hill 1370 and others in 
the region to clear way for Thai infantry’s attack on the 
said height, but once again the aggressors had to with- 
draw. The firing of Thai artillery resumed in the after- 
noon of the same day. 


Thais, Lao Exiles Said To Encroach on Boten 
W'4311330 i sentiane PASASON tn Lao 
6 Oct 87 p 3 


{Column by S. Vangphuthong: “For the Mutual Benefit 
of the Peoples of Laos and Thailand” } 


[Excerpts] In Thailand, certain private capitalists and 
powerholders control the felling of trees as if they have 
been granted a “concession.” Those who have received 
permission to fell trees in an area use officials as tools to 
maintain their interests and prevent others from felling 
trees in their concessionary area. Those who are 
oppressed are the poor laborers who need to fell trees to 
obtain timber to build a house. The objective of the 
financiers is to gain a monopoly. If someone wants 
lumber to build a house. they must buy the lumber from 
the financier’s sawmill, where the lumber is very expen- 
sive because of the profits taken by a number of people. 
As a result, most people can’t afford to buy lumber. 


The financiers haven't given any thought to this. They 
are interested only in making profits and becoming 
wealthy. They aren't interested in what happens to 
others. The right-wing powerholders in Thailand profit 
from the financiers and like the financiers give no 
thought to the common people. They have implemented 
a program called “Program To Open the Jungle for the 
Sake of Security.” ihis is being carried on in the area of 
responsibility of the 3d Army Region. 


After implementing this program in the Kho Mountains, 
they then began clearing the jungle along the Thai-Lao 
border. They have used former communist terrorists 


FBIS-EAS-87-251 
31 December 1987 


who have surrendered to government officials, or Partic- 
ipants in the Development Thailand as they are called, as 
a cover. They have also brought in Hmong exiles, rem- 
nants of Vang Pao’s army, from the Ban Winai refugee 
camp in Pak Chom District, Loei Province, and from 
other locations to establish “Ban Lom Kao,” or “Ban 
Rom Kao” near the Heuang River in Bo Ten District, 
Sayaboury Province. Their objective is to establish a 
village for reactionary Lao exiles so that these people can 
harass the LPDR. 


“Mr Wichai is One financier who has received permis- 
sion to fell trees within this project area. The 26 August-! 
September 1987 issue of KHAO PHISET printed an 
article stating that "Mr Wichai is very close to Lieuten- 
ant General Thiep Komsuriyasak, the former com- 
mander of the 3d Army Region. Their target is to fell 
10,000 trees valued at 100 million baht." 


In order to fell this number of trees, they have violated 
the territorial sovereignty of Laos. They have felled more 
than 30 square km of trees inside Laos, which has led to 
clashes between the guerrilla forces and people of Boten 
District and the security forces of the bloody financiers. 
These security forces are Thahan Phran irregulars from 
the 3d Army Region. 


The people of Laos and Thailand are very upset about 
the activities of the right-wing warlords in Thailand’s 3d 
Army Region who are cooperating with the financiers 
and intentionally stirring up trouble. This has caused 
tension along the border, which is contrary to the inter- 
ests and wishes of the people of Laos and Thailand, who 
have always had a deep love for each other. The peoples 
of both countries want to live together peacefully. They 
want to be able to visit each other and carry on activities 
together as usual. The peoples of Laos and Thailand who 
live along the banks of the Heuang River are very angry, 
because the Heuang River ts their lifeline. Thus, the Thai 
who live along this river are cooperating in this struggle. 
They have appealed to the 3d Army Reg‘on to puta stop 
to the destruction of the forests, which ts destroying 
relations between our two courtrics and hurting the 
mutual interests of our two veopies. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Greets PLO’s *Arafat 
BK311032 Vientiane KPL in knelish 
0900 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Vientiane, December 31 (KPL}—Phoumi Vong- 
vichit acting-president of the Lao PDR recently sent a 
telegramme of greetings to Comrade Yasir ‘Arafat, chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization. commander-in-chief of the Palestin- 
ian revolutionary forces. 


The telegramme reads: 
“On the occasion of the commemoration of the 23rd 


anniversary of the Palestinian revolution, on behalf of 
the Lao people, the Government of the Lao People’s 
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Democratic Republic and on my own, | have the great 
pleasure in extending to you, comrade, and through you 
to the heroic Palestinian people my warmest congratula- 
tions and best wishes.” 


“The Lao People’s Democratic Republic welcomes and 
highly appraises the great success of the 18th session of 
the Palestine National Council that is the consolidation 
of the unity in the ranks of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, the sole and legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people, in the struggle against imperial- 
ism and Zionism for the inalienable rights to self- 
determination and the establishment of the Palestinian 
independent state on their national land.” 


“I again wish you good health, happiness and greater 
success in the implementing of the resolutions of the 
18th session of the Palestine National Council.” 


‘May the fraternal relations of friendship and the mili- 
tant solidarity existing between the Lao and the Pales- 
tinian peoples be more strengthened.” 


Phoun Sipaseut, vice-chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, and minister for foreign affairs also sent a tele- 
gramme of greetings to Faruq Kadoumi, head of the 
Political Department, member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the PLO. 


Peace Committee Supports Palestinian Struggle 
BK311046 Vientiane KPL in English 
0904 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Vientiane, December 31 (KPL)—The Lao Com- 
mittee for Peace, Solidarity and Friendship With Other 
Nations [PSAF], on December 29 released here a state- 
ment strongly denouncing crimes committed by Tel 
Aviv ruling circles against the Palestinian people in Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank of the Jordan River. 


Having recalled the atrocious crimes which occurred in 
these places where more than 50 Palestinians were killed, 
500 injured and about 5,000 arrested, the statement says: 


“Such brutal and bloody crimes carried out by Israeli 
Zionists against the Palestinians are grave violations of 
the Palestinian rights and in themselves these acts 
exposed the true nature of Israeli expansionism.” 


“The Lao Committee for PSAF strongly denounces such 
activities carried out by Tel Aviv ruling circles. They 
have to put an immediate end to the killing, oppression 
and arrest of Palestinian people. Tel Aviv has to strictly 
implement the Resolution 242 of the UN Security Coun- 
cil in which it demands Israel to return Arab land 
occupied by them since 1967. They have to respect the 
legitimate right of Palestinian people, including the right 
to self determination and the establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state.” 
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“The Palestinian problem should be settled by peaceful 
means by convening an international conference for a 
lasting peace in the Middle East as pointed out in the 
Resolution 38/580 of the UN, but there cannot be a 
solution by way of oppressing Palestinian people,” the 
statement concludes. 


Philippines 


48-Hour Government Declared Cease-Fire Begins 
HK310159 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] The last phase of the 48-hour moratorium 
declared by President Aquino against the rebels took 
effect at midnight last night [1600 GMT 30 December]. 
It will end at midnight of | January. 


The president has ordered the military to observe a 
96-hour moratorium in fighting the rebels to enable the 
troops to observe the Christmas holidays and New 
Year’s Day. 


Last Christmas, the president also declared a 48-hour 
moratorium, which was marred by the rebels’ attack on 
government forces. killing two soldiers. 


Rebels Remain on Defensive 
HK311113 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 31 Dec 87 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Communist rebels promised to maintain a “de- 
fensive posture” over the next two days but stopped 
short in a message to news organizations of joining a 
48-hour New Year’s truce announced by the government 
last week. 


The message, signed by Saturnino Ocampo and other 
senior leaders of the National Democratic Front (NDF), 
also blamed the military for violations of a Christmas 
ceasefire that resulted in the deaths of eight soldiers and 
policemen. 


“During the Christmas holidays, the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines has not allowed relative peace to set in 
for our people in the countryside. Counter-insurgency 
operations in the guise of peace-keeping have contin- 
ued,” said the message from the NDF, the political arm 
of the communist revoit. 


“The revolutionary fighting forces have therefore been 
instructed to vigilantly maintain their defensive pos- 
ture.” 


The NDF, which promised a two-day ceasefire over 
Christmas in response to a similar truce declared by the 
government of President Aquino, had been expected to 
announce a New Year's truce this week. 
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In an interview with a Manila newspaper, Ocampo said 
the rebels normally do not make attacks on holidays and 
that “it is most likely that the (rebels) will adhere to such 
policy to allow the people to celebrate holidays.” 


Five separate incidents marred the Christmas truce 
leaving eight troopers dead, one of whom was gunned 
down in a restaurant while eating his Christmas dinner 
just half an hour before the ceasefire expired. 


Gen Fidel Ramos, armed forces chief of staff, earlier 
Wednesday accused the rebels of having a hand in the 
violence that has taken at least 30 lives in the campaign 
for Jan 18 elections to fill more than 16,000 municipal 
and provincial posts. Some independent death counts 
range up to 44. 


President Aquino Issues New Year’s Message 
HK310852 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[New Year’s message from President Corazon Aquino to 
the country; date and place not given—recorded in 
English] 


[Text] Now it is time for our people to enter their 
promised land. Let us not lose track of the reasons of our 
great successes. Let us not allow ourselves to be dis- 
tracted from attaining a better quality of life for our 
people, and peace and security for their children and 
future generations. United in the ways of peace toward 
the attainment of peace, one promised land for one 
united nation. We have too much behind us now to allow 
ourselves to be dismembered, and too much ahead of us 
now to allow ourselves to be defied. With renewed faith 
in ourselves, with hopes in our hearts, with unrelenting 
courage to face our hurdles, let us, hand in hand, make 
this new year the year of the fulfillment of the cherished 
dreams of all our heroes. 


[Following passage in Tagalog] May the Good Lord bless 
each and every Filipino family. A prosperous new year to 
one and all. 


Officials Dismiss Gen Stilwell Statement 


Ileto Stresses Aquino Support 
HK301321 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Defense Secretary Rafael Ileto today stressed that 
the military has the full support of President Corazon 
Aquino. 


In an interview with reporters, Ileto said the announce- 
ment by the U.S. General Stilwell claiming that General 
Ramos was not capable of leading the Armed Forces 
against communist rebels was unfounded. According to 
Secretary Ileto, surveys have shown that the Armed 
Forces have the competence as well as the full support of 
the national leadership in accomplishing its mission. 
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At the same time, Ileto also expressed belief that the 
Christmas cease-fire between the government and the 
NDF was a success. He said that both sides respected the 
rules of the moratorium. The second half of the holiday 
moratorium will begin tomorrow and end on | January. 


Meanwhile, Executive Secretary Catalino Macaraeg 
Stated that the recent moratorium had brought good 
results. 


Malacang, Ramos Comment 
HK311119 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 31 Dec 87 pp 1,8 


[Text] Malacanang and the armed forces yesterday dis- 
missed the claims of a retired U.S. general that “most 
Philippine military officers believe President Aquino 
does not know how to fight the communist insurgency.” 


Presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said that con- 
trary to allegations made by Richard Stilwell, who once 
fought the Huks here in the 1950s, Ms. Aquino has a 
consistent policy against the communists. 


Gen. Fidel V. Ramos said Stilwell’s assessment “is one 
man’s Or one group’s opinion.” 


The cigar-chomping, West Point-trained Ramos also 
told a year end press conference: “General Stilwell, as 
much as we respect him, is starting to sound like a 
Gringo-lover more and more.” Gringo, or Gregorio 
Honasan, is the dismissed Army colonel! who led the 
bloody Aug. 28 coup attempt and who was captured last 
Dec. 9. 


“We have surveys. We have inside surveys. We have 
reliable surveys” to prove that Stilwell’s charges are not 
true, said Benigno, adding, “there is overwhelming mil- 
itary support for Cory.” 


Benigno admitted that Stilwell’s accusations may have 
been true a year ago. “But it is not true now,” he added. 


In an interview published in the January issue of the 
conservative AMERICAN LEGION magazine, Stilwell 
said ‘the Aquino government lacks a firm policy toward 
the Communist Party of the Philippines.” 


Stilwell was a defense undersecretary in President Ron- 
ald Reagan’s administration. He spent 10 days here last 
August meeting with government and military leaders as 
a representative of a private health organization. 


He told a congressional committee in October that “time 
was running out to save Philippine democracy.” 


Stilwell also clammed that “the Philippine military 1s 
fractionalized, has spotty leadership, is poorly trained 
and is incapable of waging an all-out war against the 
communists.” 
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Asked to comment on Stillwel'’s assessments, Defense 
Secretary Rafael Ileto told Palace reporters: “Hindi tama 
‘yon. [That's not true.**] The military has enough sup- 
port.” 


‘Sparrows’ Reportedly Gearing Up for Urban War 
HK311213 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 31 Dec 87 p 3 


[Text] The New People’s Army is gearing up for com- 
mando-type operations against American and military 
targets in Metro Manila early next year. 


Already, the Alex Boncayao Brigade (ABB), also known 
as the Sparrow units, is arming its members with more 
sophisticated weapons and is training them to handle 
various types of explosives as well as electronics and 
communications equipment, ABB officials told a press 
conference yesterday in one of their Metro Manila hide- 
outs. 


Sergio Romero and another ABB official who identified 
himself only as Sonny said the communist rebels expect 
to force a stalemate will Government forces next year. 


They said Government troops have been spread thinly 
all over the country and that the fighting is going to be 
concentrated in the cities and towns. They added the 
military can no longer penetrate the countryside which 
they claimed the rebels already controlled. 


The ABB officials also claimed that rebel recruitment in 
Metro Manila has gone up by 36 percent over the last six 
months. 


They said their urban warfare machinery is already in 
place and that they are just refining their operations and 
capabilities. 


Romero said the ABB is going to concentrate on “quality 
targets,’ such as military officers with ranks from colo- 
nel to general. 


He added that attacks on American targets wili also be 
stepped up. 


Abusive policemen will still be on the Sparrows’ hit list 
although they would first be warned and that those who 
will reform will be given amnesty. 


Romero cited as examples two policemen who have 
changed from being gambling lords to being religious 
family men. 


He said the NPA will not disturb the local elections in 
Metro Manila. 


He also brushed off criticisms against the Sparrow slay- 
ings from moderate forces. saying “the ABB is fully 
convinced of the correctness and justness of its actions.” 
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He also said the ABB has suffered only six casualties 
since 1966 and that it has already infiltrated vigilante 
groups and the intelligence units (Eagle squads) of the 
military and the police in Metro Manila. 


Ramos Reveals NPA’s New Samar Strategy 
HK310541 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fidel Ramos 
said yesterday {30 December] the NPA has shifted its 
laboratory war from Davao and will step up its tactical 
Operations next year in a bid to move to the next phase 
of its armed struggle. Gen Ramos made the disclosure in 
a year-end report on the military’s accomplishments in 
1987 and its program of action for 1988 during a press 
conference in Camp Aguinaldo. He said that the NPA 
considers Samar crucial to their armed struggle to seize 
power because the country’s third largest island is cen- 
trally located. He said eastern Samar would serve as a 
tactical service support and a rest-and-recreation area for 
the rebel fighters. However, Gen Ramos said, the Armed 
Forces would also make Samar a laboratory for testing 
new weapons and tactics to fight the rebels. 


It will be recalled that in the early eighties the NPA made 
Davao an experimental laboratory for their guerrilla 
warfare but failed miserably when they were crushed by 
the military. This paved the way for the formation of 
vigilante groups such as the Alsa Masa and Nakasaka, 
which now fight the communists alongside the military. 


Congress Adopts Electoral Reforms Bill 
HK301041 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 29 Dec 87 pp 1, 10 


[By Marlen Ronquillo] 


[Text] Congress yesterday passed a consolidated elec- 
toral reforms bill, the first in a two-day extra session 
after more than two hours of deliberations on the legality 
of the whole exercise. 


The vote for the passage of the electoral reforms measure 
was preceded by a challenge on the legal basis for the 
“special” session and President Aquino’s refusal to give 
it her sanction. 


Sen Aquilino Pimentel Jr said the consolidated reforms 
bill was drawn by a congressional conference committee 
from Senate Bills |! and 113 and House Bill 4046. It has 
the these main features: 

—Stronger checks against nuisance candidates. 
—Representation for all registered political parties, coa- 
litions and individual candidates. 

—Party representation throughout the whole voting 
exercise, from the printing of ballots to counting. 
—Common site for propaganda materials like streamers. 
billboards and posters. 

—Common forums where candidates can speak on plat- 
forms and programs. 
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—Less election expenses. 


If signed by the President, the measure will apply to the 
Jan 18 local elections, the conference committee said. 


The key to the early passage of the consolidated bill was 
the decision of the House of Representatives in the 
conference committee to remove a provision which seeks 
to grant voters in four component cities—San Carlos, 
Dagupan, Oroquieta and Ormoc—the right to vote for 
provincial candidates on Jan 18. 


The controversial tariff restructuring measure will be 
taken up today, the second and the last day of the special 
session. 


More than two hours were spent by some senators 
filibustering, apparently in an attempt to abort the 
holding of special session. 


Sen Ernesto Maceda said the holding of special session 1s 
anchored on shaky legal grounds because the President 
has the sole authority to call for special sessions and has 
refused to do so despite representations by Sen Heherson 
Alvarez in Malacanang. 


Maceda said the two-day session is in violation of a joint 
congressional resolution which set the adjournment last 
Dec 18 and the reconvening on Jan 25. 


He said there is enough evidence to show that the House 
“bamboozled” the Senate into reconvening Congress. 


Sen Edgardo Angara said the President's refusal to give 
her nod to the special sessions, in turn, limits further the 
already emasculated powers of the presidency. 


Angara said the President’s refusal stems from fears this 
would automatically consider the congressional break 
last Dec as an adjournment and this would mean that the 
appointments of Secretaries Fulgencio Factoran Jr of 
natural resources and Rainerio Reyes of transportation 
as having lapsed. 


Because of these interpretations. the President can no 
longer make interim appointments in government and 
fill up vacancies until the compulsory adjournment of 
Congress in June and July. 


Opposition Sen Juan Ponce Enrile said the two-day 
special session violated the Constitution. Sen John 
Osmena said measures passed during these sessions will 
be subject to legal scrutiny. 


Sen Rene Saguisag said he would not vote for the holding 
of special sessions because it appears that Speaker 
Ramon V. Mitra is ordering the Senate what to do. 


Saguisag said that the accusations of Mitra on the failure 
of the Senate to act on urgent bills are unfounded. 
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Ramos Appeals for Orderly Campaigning 
HK301315 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Armed Forces chief General Fidel Ramos said it 
was up to the politicians to ensure peaceful and clean 
elections on 18 January. Ramos called on the candidates 
to conduct orderly campaign activities. 


At the same time, the Armed Forces also asked Comelec 
supervisors to urge politicians to agree On some issues 
such as adherence to constitutional provisions, obser- 
vance of the election code and Comelec resolutions, 
debates on leading issues and not on personalities, and to 
refrain from use of goons, guns and money to gather 
votes. 


Says Communists Funding Candidates 
HK301309 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1200 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff, General Ramos. 
announced that the Communist Party of the Philippines 
was allegedly giving support in the form of guns and 
money to some candidates in the local elections. Accord- 
ing to Gen Ramos, the NPA was stepping up collection 
of progressive taxes in order to finance their respective 
candidates. 


At the same time, the general also revealed in a news 
conference that the Province of Samar was being used by 
the NPA as an experimental laboratory for their strate- 
gies against the government. 


Manila Chief Opposes Vigilantes at Polls 
HK310912 Manila Radic Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Capital Regional Command chief Brigadier Gen- 
eral Alexander Aguirre reiterated his opposition to the 
use of vigilante groups in helping the military maintain 
peace and order in the coming local elections. 


In a news conference at Camp Bagong Diwa, Bicutan, 
Taguig, Metro Manila, Aguirre explained that vigilante 
groups may serve as crime watchers, but should not 
engage in operations against communist rebels or crim- 
inal elements. 


In another development, Aguirre disclosed that there 
were nine areas in Metro Manila presently under close 
police surveillance to prevent the erur.:on of poll-related 
violence. 
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Mayoral Candidate Shot Dead in Zamboanga 
HK311111 Hong Kong AFP in English 1100 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Manila, Dec 31 (AFP)}—An unidentified gunman 
shotdead a Philippine government candidate for mayor 
in Molave in the southern province of Zamboanga del 
Sur Thursday, the official PHILIPPINE NEWS 
AGENCY (PNA) reported. 


Jose Geromo was shot dead with a single gunshot to the 
head, PNA added. His killing brings the total number of 
people slain in election-related vioience to 27 since 
December |, the start of campaigning for the January 18 
local polls. 


Military spokesmen in Manila could not confirm the 
report. 


Meanwhile, a candidate for councilor in the northern 
Province of Ilocos Norte, was kidnapped in front of his 
two sons and a driver Tuesday by armed men believed to 
be communist insurgents, military spokesmen said 
Thursday. 


At least nine candidates for local posts have been kid- 
napped by insurgents since the start of campaigning, the 
PNA added. 


Local elections are traditionally violent due to height- 
ened rivalries between clans. 


MNLF Says Military Planted Mines in Zamboanga 
HK301033 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 29 Dec 87 p 11 


{By Mario Feliciano] 


[Text] Zamboanga City—Moro National Liberation 
Front civilian spokesman Ustad Sharif Zain Jali 
denounced the military anew Sunday for planting !and 
mines on Seromon island after their three-day assault to 
track down pirates they believe were responsible for the 
Dec 14 massacre of 14 Christian civilians in Campo 2, 
Sisay, Zamboanga del Sur. 


Jali said the land mines prevent relatives from recover- 
ing three bodies in the smail islands of Seromon and 
Panganak, two of the 11 islands some 30 miles east of 
Zamboanga which were bombarded by the military 
following the massacre. 


He identified the bodies as those of Nora Halmain of 
Malanta, Kuyang Kunding, and Saibi Baki, a barangay 
councilman of Tumalutap in Sacol island here. 


Baki, Jali said, visited Seromon to help settle a marital 
feud when he was caught in the crossfire. 


FBIS-EAS-87-251 
31 December 1987 


Jali said that inhabitants of those islands are either 
Yakans or Samals, who engage in either fishing or 
seaweed gathering. 


He said that he has readied charges of human rights 
violations against the military and the Civilian Home 
Defense Forces responsible for the “senseless assault on 
the lives and property of those innocent islanders.” 


He said the military also killed two teenagers identifed as 
Wahap Sarison, 18, and his nephew Nuain Jali, 13, who 
tried to escape from the embattled area. 


Meanwhile, a witness who requested anonymity said the 
military used four T-28 (Tora Tora) fighter planes to 
drop bombs on the islands. The witness said two heli- 
copter gunships strafed villagers with rockets and two 
other choppers bombarded Seromon island. He said the 
military set up a landing barge for their reinforcing 
forces to get to shore. 


He said the military left Seromon and Panganac islets a 
complete wreck. 


The military said they were pursuing MNLF rebels- 
turned-pirates who perpetrated the Dec 14 massacre but 
the MNLF said most of those killed were seaweed 
gatherers and innocent civilians. 


Constabulary Major Shot Dead in Pampanga 
HK31:'549 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] A Constabulary major was gunned down by four 
young armed men along a busy highway in Dao, Maba- 
lacat, Pampanga, at 0845 yesterday [30 December] 
morning. Deputy Chief of the Judge Advocate General’s 
office of the Regional Unified Command in Camp 
Aquino, Tarlac, Major Jose Samson Jr, had just come 
from a basketball game when he was assassinated. Police 
said Samson died of two gunshot wounds when he 
arrived at the nearby Polymedic Hospital. Police inves- 
tigator Crisanto Garcia said the PC officer had just got 
out of his -ar on MacArthur Highway when two of the 
men approached him from behind and pumped two 
bullets from .45-caliber revolvers into his head and chest 
at close range. 


1987 Economic Performance Summed Up 
HK301043 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 29 Dec 87 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The economy grew by 5.05 percent this year, 
slightly below official forecasts but much higher than last 
year’s, Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno said yesterday. 


The government had targeted a 5.2-percent gross 
national product (GNP) growth this year from 1.5 per- 
cent last year but agriculture did not perform well due to 
a drought and typhoons, Benigno told newsmen. 
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He said figures to be formally released this month by the 
National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) 
show that GNP growth was 5.05 percent, while gross 
domestic product reached 4.5 percent. 


The NEDA is aiming for a 6.5-percent GNP growth next 
year, President Aquino’s third year in office, he said. 


Significant increases in the trade and industry sector 
somehow cushioned the effects of the setbacks in agri- 
culture, Benigno said. 


The Department of Trade and Industry reported a 
200-percent increase in equity investments for the first 
10 months of 1987. 


The records also revealed that local investments 
amounted to P4.2 billion, or a growth of 259 percent. 
Foreign investments, on the other hand, reached P2.6 
billion, or a growth of 176 percent. 


Industrial production rose by 8.4 percent in the first 
quarter of 1987 compared to the same period last year, 
Benigno said. 


The breakdown in the increase of industrial production 
is as follows: consumer durables, 67 percent; automo- 
tive, 50 percent; garments, 45 percent; and construction 
materials, 42 percent. 


Projected income from exports for the first 10 months of 
this year is between $5.5 and $5.7 billion, up approxi- 
mately 14.7 percent compared to last year’s total of $4.8 
billion. 


The trade and industry sector hopes to get an additionai 
$1-billion increase for the last two months, Benigno said, 
thus raising income from exports to approximately $6.5- 
$6.7 billion. 


Benigno said that due to the stabilization of the govern- 
ment, beset by rightwing coup attempts in its first 18 
months in office, “the businessmen, both local and 
foreign, are not just testing but actually going into the 
waters to invest.” 


The government is projecting $1 billion in foreign 
investments next year, with Japan, Taiwan, South 
Korea, Singapore and Hong Kong as the targeted sourc- 
es. 


Mitra Claims Government Grows ‘Stronger’ 
HK300913 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] House Speaker Ramon Mitra reiterated that the 
Aquino government was stronger this year. According to 
him the world saw the government crush all attempts to 
topple it. Mitra also cited the continuing improvement 
in the country’s economy despite crises currently con- 
fronting the present administration. 
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Aquino Releases Funds for Tribal Filipinos 
HK300901 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino has released P6.3 
million for the tribal Filipino livelihood programs. This 
was learned from the Office for Southern Cultural Com- 
munities [OSCC]. 


Representative Jose Lopez, director of OSCC, 
announced that the said fund would be distributed 
among tribal communities :n eight regions in Luzon, 
Visayas, and Mindanao. and would be used for programs 
such as goat-raising, plant nurseries, and yellow corn 
production. The bulk of the fund amounting to PI! 
million will go to Southern Mindanao, while P500,000 
will be allocated to Central Mindanao. 


Thailand 


Lao Envoy Accused of Souring Relations 
BK310109 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
31 Dec 87 pp I, 3 


{Text] The Foreign Ministry has made indirect contact 
with Vientiane to request the replacement of Laotian 
Ambassador to Thailand Khamphan Simmalavong for 
allegedly behaving in a manner “unbecoming of a diplo- 
mat”. 


A ministry source said yesterday that the contact was 
made through a “third party” to urge the Laotian For- 
eign Ministry to appoint a new envoy to improve Thai- 
Lao relations. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat yes- 
terday charged Mr Khamphan with “overstepping dip- 
lomatic channels and protocol, harbouring a hostile 
attitude towards Thailand and attempting to sow seeds 
of disunity among government leaders” in his handling 
of Laotian diplomatic affairs in Bangkok. 


Mr Sarot said the ambassador, head of the Laotian 
diplomatic mission in Bangkok since 1980, was well- 
versed in the protocol and customs expected of local 
diplomats. 


However, Thailand and Laos have had problems in 
trying to improve relations because of Mr Khamphan’s 
handling of bilateral issues, he said. 


“It is evident that Mr Khamphan’s handling of diplo- 
matic affairs in Bangkok have harboured intentions to 
cause disunity among leaders of various Thai Govern- 
ment units,”’ he said. 


The Laotian ambassador's activities, he said, have inter- 
fered with Thailand’s internal affairs and gone beyond 
what “diplomatic manners” could allow. 
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“We have evidence to substantiate every one of our 
allegations,” he said. 


Mr Sarot did not elaborate on Mr Khamphan’s alleged 
misdeeds. However, it is understood that the Foreign 
Ministry has been unhappy over several incidents in 
which the Laotian ambassador has allegedly gone outside 
normal diplomatic channels. 


The latest incident reportedly took place on December 
21 when Mr Khamphan asked Army Chief Gen Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut at a funeral to take part in talks to end the 
border conflict. He also requested Gen Chawalit to 
inform His Majesty the King’s principal private secre- 
tary of Laotian Acting President Phoumi Vongvichit’s 
wish to visit Thailand for the King’s 60th birthday 
celebrations. 


The ministry yesterday distributed copies of Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila’s statements to Television 
Channel 9 on December 22 criticising Mr Khamphan for 
ignoring protocol on the planned Laotian dignitary’s 
visit. ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi was quoted as 
saying that he was disappointed with the Laotian atti- 
tude towards Thailand. 


Mr Sarot insisted yesterday that the ministry’s statement 
on the Laotian ambassador’s behaviour and Vientiane’s 
diplomacy had not been made out of ill will. 


“An ambassador should be able to talk and reach an 
understanding with the foreign minister of the host 
country, although he may come from a country with a 
different political ideology.” he said. Mr Sarot urged 
Laos to be sincere and respond positively to Thailand's 
call for talks to improve relations. 


He reiterated that the request for Laos to replace its chief 
negotiator, Deputy Foreign Minister Souban Salitthilat, 
was reasonable and should not be considered as a pre- 
condition to talks. 


Thailand has also set “guidelines” for the talks to 
increase the chances of a successful outcome. 


Arun Phanuphong, who will be leading the Thai delega- 
tion in the talks, has been promoted to Minister to the 
Prime Minister's Office. The Laotian delegation should 
be led by a person of equal rank and authority, Mr Sarot 
said. 


“Moreover, if the Laotians are to insist on having Mr 
Souban as their chief negotiator, Laos should carefully 
think whether the man will still have the trust of the Thai 
people after his past conduct during the last talks,” he 
said. 


Mr Souban held a press conference midway through the 
second round of negotiations last year and attacked 
Thailand over problems at three border villages in Utta- 
radit Province. 
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To prevent a repetition of such surprises, the Foreign 
Ministry has proposed that the agenda for the next 
meeting be set in advance, along with what information 
would be released to the media. 


Mr Sarot said Thailand has proposed that the meeting be 
held in a third country as an option, but if Laos was 
sincere, the meeting could be held either in Bangkok or 
Vientiane. 


The spokesman categorically denied the Laotian charge 
that Thai troops had used chemical weapons to attack 
Laotian soldiers in clashes at the border in Phitsanulok 
Province. 


Meanwhile, Deputy Spokesman Witthaya Rayananot 
said that if Thailand truly held ill will towards Laos, it 
would not have opened more border checkpoints. 


Decision To Open Lao Border Trade Point 
BK301504 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] Thailand has agreed to open a new crossing point 
for resumption of border trade between Thai and Lao- 
tian merchants. The border point will be opened in 
Chiang Khong District, Chiang Rai Province in the 
north. The decision was made last week by a subcom- 
mittee comprising representatives from the National 
Security Council, International Security Operations 
Command, and the Foreign and Interior Ministries. 
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_ Sutthanukun said the decision was in response to 
requests from Thai traders who want to buy timber from 
Laos and, at the same time, wish to sell consumer goods 
to their Laotian counterparts. He said the border point in 
Chiang Khong will be opened for 60 days next year. The 
opening date will be announced by the Ministry of 
Interior. 


9 Burma Communist Party Members Arrested 
BK310235 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
31 Dec 87 p 3 


[Text] Chiang Mai—A Border Patrol Police unit yester- 
day surrounded a hill in Muang District and arrested 
nine members of the Burma Communist Party (BCP) at 
the house of a former Kuomintang leader. 


Four M-16s, two AK-47 rifles, an amount of ammuni- 
tion, a hand grenade and medical supplies were also 
seized from the house, police said. 


Police said the BCP men slipped into the country follow- 
ing a Burmese government campaign. 
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Agreement Reached With Malaysia on Customs 
BK 260930 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Text] Thailand and Malaysia agreed on a revenue 
Sharing scheme from earnings of contraband goods 
seized in the joint development border area during the 
2-day meeting at the Imperial Hotel, Deputy Director 
General of the Customs Department Somchainuk Ung- 
trakun said yesterday. 


The seventh meeting of Thai and Malaysian working 
parties which ended on Wednesday discussed in detail 
the Joint Development Area (JDA) program. Somchai- 
nuk, who headed the Thai delegation for the 2-day 
meeting, said four proposals were discussed, but two 
were agreed upon. He said the proposal for sharing of 
income obtained through lawsuits or proceeds from sale 
of the seized goods in the JDA was unanimously 
accepted by both sides. He said Thailand and Malaysia 
have also agreed on court procedures against guilty 
persons or parties arrested on either side of the border. 
Each side will be allowed to continue with the court case 
without interference until it is completed. In case the 
other side wants to coordinate, he said, it would have to 
seek prior permission. 


He said the other proposal that received the green light 
was the listing of banned items for carrying and trading 
in the area such as explosive devices, guns, and narcotic 
drugs. For the setting up of the Joint Customs Office, 
both side agreed that this should be done on a govern- 
ment-to-government level, he said. He said the two sides 
are still working on what kind of entry forms should be 
issued for permitting entry in this part of the area. 


Meanwhile, the Customs Department said yesterday that 
from | November to 22 December a total of 86.11 
million baht worth of contraband goods were confiscat- 
ed. They included 4.35 million baht of consumer prod- 
ucts, 4.01 million baht of electrical appliances, 12.95 
million baht of motor spare parts, 6.75 million baht in 
foreign currencies, and 4.4 million baht of drugs. 


Army To Welcome Muslim Separatists’ Return 
BK280111 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Dec 87 p 5 


[Text] The army next month will hold a ceremony to 
welcome more than 350 southern Muslim separatist 
guerrillas who have surrendered to Thai authorities since 
October. 


Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
will preside over the ceremony, to be held at the head- 
quarters of the Civil-Police-Military 43 Force in Yarang 
District of the southernmost province of Yala on Jan 19. 


The defectors will be re-educated before resuming a 
normal life as part of the army’s plan to eliminate 
southern insurgency. 
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Lt Gen Wisit Atkhumwong, commander of the Fourth 
Army Region, said more guerrillas of the inactive sepa- 
ratist movement, once regarded as the nation’s second 
enemy after the Communist Party of Thailand, are 
expected to give themselves up soon. 


In the past, the guerrillas fought actively for autonomy of 
the four Muslim-dominated southernmost provinces— 
Yala, Satun, Narathiwat and Pattani. 


“Before the ceremony, the number is likely to increase 
because more guerrillas are reportedly planning to sur- 
render,” Wisit told THE NATION in an interview. 


He put the current number of surrendered secessionists 
at 357. 


Wisit said the ceremony will be as “honourable” as the 
one held for defectors of the Communist Party of Malaya 
(CPM)—another deterioriating southern insurgent fac- 
tion fighting a losing war against the Malaysian govern- 
ment. 


The army has an ambitious plan to end the southern 
insurgencies within next year. The army this year con- 
vinced about 700 CPM members to lay down arms and 
live in southern self-help settkements under minimal 
government supervision. The defection was seen as a 
major set-back for the CPM, about 800 hardcore mem- 
bers of which remain in the jungles. 


After mass defections of CPM members, the Fourth 
Army Region in the middle of this year threatened to 
apply decisive military pressure against the Muslim 
guerrillas unless they voluntarily surrender. 


Though seemingly politically .nactive for years, some 
Muslim guerrillas still demand “protection fees” from 
villagers, and kidnap or terrorize those refusing to pay— 
an act that makes them look less like “separatists” and 
more like “bandits” in the eyes of the people. 


Wisit added that the army is still negotiating with CPM 
remnants, who also are facing military pressure, on 
ending their guerrillas war. “Just give us time,” he said. 


Vietnam 


Amerasians, Relatives Leave En Route to U.S. 
BK311058 Hong Kong AFP in English 1044 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi, Dec. 31 (AFP)}—A group of 61 Amera- 
sians, accompanied by 89 family members, left Ho Chi 
Minh City Thursday for Bangkok en route to the United 
States, a U.N. official in the southern city said. 
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The spokesman for the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees said the Amerasians, children of U.S. service- 
men stationed in Vietnam during the Indochina war, 
were part of a group of 432 which the U.S. authorities 
accepted as immigrants in October. 


According to U.S. statistics, more than 3,500 Amera- 
sians left Vietnam between 1979 and 1986, when the 
U.N.-sponsored Orderly Departure Program was discon- 
tinued. 


It was resumed 20 months later, in October, following a 
summer visit here by U.S. President Ronald Reagan’s 
special envoy, John Vessey. 


An estimated 10,000 other Amerasians live in the south 
of Vietnam, most of them as beggars or street vendors in 
the streets of Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon. 


Capture of U.S. Fliers During War Recounted 
BK301113 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2330 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[“Documents on U.S. air pirates captured in North 
Vietnam”’] 


[Text] The first American prisoner of war held by North 
Vietnam was Navy Lieutenant (Everett Alvarez). His jet 
fighter was one of the two shot down while attacking 
Haiphong Port on 5 August under U.S. President John- 
son’s order following the Tonkin Gulf incident. 


The U.S. air war over North Vietnam escalated swiftly 
with an average of 70 sorties per day. The number of 
downed aircraft increased with every passing day, and 
American pilots continued to be taken prisoner. As of 
late 1965, as many as 61 American prisoners of war had 
been fortunate enough to be put into jails in North 
Vietnam. 


In 1966, the bombing of North Vietnam increased to 223 
sorties a day. Meanwhile, the number of downed U.S. 
aircraft increased constantly. with an average of 8 every 
10 days. In the same year, another 86 American pilots 
were taken to the Vo Tim hotel, a component of the Hoa 
Lo Prison in Hanoi. 


In late 1967, the bombing of the North involved as many 
as 300 sorties daily and it seemed as if U.S. aircraft were 
shot down every day. By late 1968, when U.S. President 
Johnson ordered an end to the bombing of North Viet- 
nam on 31 October, a total of 927 American pilots were 
reported killed, 356 taken prisoner, and 9i7 missing in 
action. 


Most of the American pilots who parachuted to safety 
sustained injuries, broken arms or legs. Those who 
survived were given medical treatment by our people in 
the North. Some who managed to escape right after 
landing by parachute were captured after a few weeks in 
hiding. For instance, Colonel (George Adair), 40, an 
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F-100 pilot who was shot down on 26 August 1967. His 
right arm was broken in three places, and his knees were 
sprained. Despite of his injuries, (Adair) tried to reach 
the Demilitarized Zone, traversing ricefields and dense 
forests, but was captured 12 days later. 


Some 317 Americans were sent to the Hoa Lo Prison in 
the prime of their lives. Their average age was 32. 
Among them, 80% had flown more than 15 sorties into 
the north. Lieutenant (Richard Bokett), a pilot of the 7th 
Air Wing, was shot down on 24 July 1965. During World 
War II, (Bokett), then a B-17 pilot, was shot down during 
his first mission in Hitler’s Germany and spent 9 months 
in prison. Serving as an F-105 pilot in Vietnam, (Bokett) 
was shot down on his 3d day in Southeast Asia. Lieuten- 
ant (Rischner) of the U.S. Air Force, was captured on 16 
September 1965 while his F-105 was encroaching into 
North Vietnamese airsspace. 


During the second air war of destruction waged by U.S. 
imperialism against North Vietnam and during the 12 
days and nights in December 1972, the Hanoi Hilton in 
Hanoi received many additional American prisoners. 
Thus, staying there were both tactical aircraft pilots and 
B-52 pilots wearing the SAC badge of the Strategic Air 
Command. 


The return of the last American POW pilots took place 
on 19 March 1973. The last man to leave Gia Lam 
Airport was Navy Lieutenant Commander (Alveret 
Agnew), 33, a native of Illinois. The last white-painted 
U.S. C-14 aircraft bearing the designation 50-238 took 
off from Gia Lam Airport at 1530 on 19 March 1973, 
taking back to Nixon the uninvited guests of the Hanoi 
Hilton. A total of 519 Americans, including 503 mili- 
tarymen and 19 civilians, were allowed to return home. 
{numbers as heard] 


These are convincing proofs of the bitter defeat sus- 
tained by the U.S. Air Force trump card in Vietnam. 


Thanh Vien Writes Article on 1972 Air War 
BK301451 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2330 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Part I of Thanh Vien’s Article: “Hanoi Air Defense 
Division Develops Its Old Fighting Tradition’’] 


[Text] We arrived at the Hanoi Air Defense Division at 
a time when its cadres and combatants were eagerly 
preparing to celebrate the | Sth anniversary of the Hanoi 
army’s and people’s victory over the U.S. imperialist 
strategic air raid during the final 12 days of December 
1972. 


As requested by higher echelons nearly 6 months ago, 
various staff agencies of the division are moving to other 
places in a new area. Many houses with brick walls and 
tiled roofs have sprung up. Standing out strikingly 
among them is a two-story building which contains 26 
units occupying an area of over 1,000 square meters, 
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where a relatively large quantity of materials, photos, 
and posters were put on display, recalling the many 
combat exploits and achievements scored by the division 
since its founding. A large sign on the wall of the 
museum reads “* The Hanoi Air Defense Division and Its 
Aerial Dien Bien Phu Exploits,” referring to the exploits 
scored by various missile and antiaircraft artillery units 
during their 12-day combat to defend the capital’s air- 
space. Found at the museum are not only the debris of 
B-52 aircraft and the fragments of swing-wing, Thunder- 
chief, and Phantom planes shot down by us but also the 
many missile launching pads and those antiaircraft guns 
which contributed to the victory, a system of sand tables, 
and many valuable documents introducing the brave and 
heroic battle fought by the Hanoi Air Defense Division. 


Once inside the museum, I became even more aware of 
the strategic importance and the size of the aerial Dien 
Bien Phu Battle which was fought by the cadres and 
combatants of the division in coordination with the 
army and people in Hanoi 15 years ago. 


At that time, the enemy had used hundreds of B-52’s 
under the escort of jet fighters of all sorts to launch 
massive raids on Hanoi, Haiphong, and nearby areas in 
our country’s northern region. With the strength of the 
B-52’s, the U.S. imperialists hung on to the illusion of 
dealing a truly strong and painful blow in order to gain 
the element of surprise to force our government to accept 
an agreement containing many clauses in favor of the 
United States at the Paris conference. But they were 
wrong. With a determination to fight and win over the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors, the army and people of the 
capital, together with the armed forces from adjacent 
areas, fought stalwartly and heroically and promptly 
deait appropriate counterblows to the enemy. They shot 
down 8! aircraft, including 34 B-52s, and captured alive 
many enemy pilots. In these combat exploits, there were 
remarkabie contributions by the Hanoi Air Defense 
Division, the backbone force responsible for defending 
the capital’s airspace. Throughout the |2 days and nights 
in the latter part of December 1972, cadres and combat- 
ants of various units, in defiance of the enemy’s blanket 
bombing, held onto sensitive positions and used all kinds 
of weapons and equipment skillfully . They hit 25 B-52’s, 
15 of which went down on the spot, and set 7 escort jet 
fighters ablaze. 


What factors created conditions for the Hanoi Air 
Defense division to score numerous outstanding combat 
exploits in the Aerial Dien Bien Phu Battle and since 
then, what has the division done to develop its fighting 
tradition? Answering this question, Comrade Ngo Huy, 
commander of the Hanoi Air Defense division said: The 
victory over the U.S. aggressor B-52’s bombers 15 years 
ago depended on many factors. Most important, we set 
an example of firm combat capacity for the Army. This 
capacity is composed of many factors including the 
fighting impetus of combatants, their endurance for 
hardship and sacrifices, their mastery over weapons and 
equipment, and their determination and self-confidence 
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in fighting and defeating the enemy. Learning from these 
valuable experiences, the party committee and com- 
manding officers of our division are striving to 
strengthen the fighting tradition to enhance the sense of 
responsibility of our officers and combatants so they 
may fulfill all new tasks satisfactorily. 


Turning on the recorder, I asked the comrade division 
commander to talk specifically about this. He said: 


[Begin division commander recording] Developing the 
aerial Dien Bien Phu tradition, over the past 15 years as 
well as at present, our Hanoi Air Defense Division has 
conducted diverse, useful activities for stimulating 
pride, vigilance, the spirit of combat readiness, and the 
determination to fight and defeat all acts of intrusion by 
air of the new enemy so as to contribute to the firm 
defense the fatherland’s airspace. One of the regular 
tasks of leaders and commanders at all levels is to make 
the soldiers understand the unit’s combat traditions, 
especially with regard to the exploits recorded during the 
12 days and nights of fighting against the U.S. aggressors’ 
B-52 bombers, so that they can draw upon useful expe- 
rience for application to defeat the new enemy. 


Our division’s education in traditions involves diverse 
contents and forms, with attention focused on two main 
issues: The first issue is practica! education in which 
specific persons, events, and things are cited to educate 
soldiers. At present, our division has a museum. All 
regiments and brigades have their own traditional hous- 
es; and all missile battalions, antiaircraft artillery com- 
panies, and radar stations have Ho Chi Minh Rooms. On 
display at these facilities are the many exploits recorded 
during the 12 days and nights of fighting against the U.S. 
aggressors’ aircraft. Traditional houses are useful in that, 
along with arranging for soldiers to study well-fought 
battles and outstanding combat exploits by individuals, 
we always introduce young officers or new soldiers, upon 
their arrival at the unit, to the exploits and achievements 
of their predecessors—displayed there so they will main- 
tain and develop the unit’s traditions and strive to fulfill 
their tasks. 


Second, we have collected documents relating to the 
aerial Dien Bien Phu victory and compiled them in 
books for broad dissemination to the division and also 
for inclusion in the curricula of political-military study 
for cadres and soldiers. At the same time, we have 
developed a contingent of lecturers to familiarize all unit 
personnel broadly and deeply with the aerial Dien Bien 
Phu victory on the occasion of its 15th anniversary. In 
addition, we have also organized visits to the battle- 
grounds where enemy aircraft were shot down and 
invited those comrades who had fought there to recount 
their own exploits so that new soldiers can learn from 
and develop the old fighting tradition. 


Along with enhancing the troops’ ideological awareness 
through education, the leaders and commanders of the 
division have successively launched movements for rev- 
olutionary action, of which the key issue is to develop 
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our determined-to-win air defense battlegrounds. These 
battlegrounds must strive to achieve the following three 
objectives: Individuals must possess a high fighting spirit 
and good capability for action; party and administrative 
organizations must be firm and strong comprehensively; 
and the system of combat trenches, buildings, and depots 
must be built strongly. 


Over the past years, the division has succeeded in 
building many determined-to-win air defense battle- 
grounds that meet the aforementioned criteria to ensure 
victory over the enemy under all! circumstances. [end 
recording} 


We called on the determined-to-win air defense battle- 
ground of the 63d Battalion, H-38 Brigade, where three 
B-52’s of the U.S. aggressors were shot down 15 years 
ago. Situated atop a towering hill, the battleground is 
built fairly strongly. All living quarters and depots are 
roofed with tiles. Seen around the barracks are plots of 
vegetables, fish ponds, and livestock enclosures. Zig- 
Zagging among the plots of vegetables is a network of 
interlinking combat trenches; and seen next to the mis- 
sile launching pads are roomy, sturdily built bunkers. 
These days, in spite of the chilly weather, combat duty 
teams are manning battle stations around the clock, 
standing ready for combat while rehearsing the various 
fighting plans. Combat alert systems are strictly main- 
tained; and duty personnel are always at command, 
reconnaissance, mapping, and communications posi- 
tions to ensure harmonious and smooth coordination 
under all circumstances. 


Battalion Commander Nguyen Huu Qui told me: The 
comrades who fought at this battleground 15 years ago 
have all been transferred elsewhere. The battalion has 
received many batches of fresh soldiers and they have 
firmly maintained and successfully developed the unit’s 
fine fighting tradition of the old days. The battalion 
party interchapter committee and command have con- 
cretized the plans for building determined-to-win air 
defense battlegrounds into specific criteria and measures 
with the aim of developing high morale and getting good 
performance from soidiers. Since 1980, the battalion has 
always fulfilled outstandingly its tasks with regard to 
training and combat readiness and continually striven to 
earn the title of determined-to-win air defense battle- 
ground. The various party chapters and the party inter- 
chapter committee have, for 5 consecutive years, been 
recognized as being pure, firm, and strong; and none of 
their cadres and soldiers have committed serious viola- 
tions of discipline. 


However, determined-to-win air defense battlegrounds 
such as the one manned by the 63d Battalion of the 
Hanoi Air Defense Division do not abound. While 
working with the comrades commanding the division, I 
noted their complaint that most of the new soldiers 
nowadays are inferior in spirit, sense of responsibility, 
and capacity for action compared with the soldiers of the 
anti-U.S. war period. A number of new soldiers and even 
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some young officers do not try hard to engage in politi- 
cal-military study and are reluctant to participate in the 
various aspects of their units’ work. Even worse, some 
have made excuses to avoid doing their duties or vio- 
lated rules concerning civilian proselytizing and army 
discipline. Since the number of militarymen violating 
discipline does not decrease, this has limited the unit's 
achievements. Specifically. since 1980, the division has 
always fulfilled satisfactorily its tasks with regard to 
training and combat readiness and has, for 7 consecutive 
years, been noted for its oustanding training activities 
and its efforts to improve its personnel’s material and 
spiritual life and maintain its technical equipment: but 
in no year did the number of its party chapters and 
Organizations winning recognition for being pure, firm. 
and strong top the 50-percent level. The state of weak- 
ness 1s partly due to the negative influence of society. But 
the main reason is that the commanders and leaders at 
various echelons have not yet adopted appropriate mea- 
sures to educate and manage their troops. Many grass- 
roots units have left the task of providing indoctrination 
On unit tradition to its political staff. Meanwhile, staff. 
technical, and rear service cadres have paid less atten- 
tion to political indoctrination. Even worse, in certain 
areas, a number of party cadres and members have often 
discussed negative things. thus adversely affecting their 
combatants. 


The Hanoi Air Defense Division Headquarters Party 
Committee has realized the reasons for the weaknesses of 
its unit and has issued a topical resolution on ideological 
leadership, affirming that in view of the current situa- 
tion, commanders and leaders at all echelons must 
intensify political indoctrination in the glorious fighting 
tradition of their units in order to improve the sense of 
responsibility of their cadres and combatants, especially 
the contingent of young officers and new recruits. 


In compliance with this resolution, while celebrating the 
15th anniversary of the victory over the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ strategic air blitz, commanders and leaders at vari- 
ous echelons are passing on their valuable lessons of 
experience drawn from actual combat. This is to make 
their troops fully aware of their great honor and respon- 
sibility so they can exert their effort to study and undergo 
training, trying to maintain the heroic tradition of a 
division which performed outstanding combat exploits 
15 years ago. 


Afgan President Najibullah Meets With Press 
BK311150 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Afghan President Najibullah’s statement at 27 Decem- 
ber “private meeting” with Vietnamese radio, TV corre- 
spondents—place not mentioned] 


[Text] The party and state delegation of Afghanistan led 
by President Najibullah has paid an official friendship 
visit to Vietnam. The delegation has carried out many 
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activities aimed at consolidating the Vietnam-Afghani- 
stan friendship. On 27 December President Nayjibullah 
had a private meeting with Vietnamese radio and news 
agency correspondents. At the meeting President Naji- 
bullah talked at length about Afghanistan's policy of 
national reconciliation which he said 1s in conformity 
with the people's aspiration. 


President Nayibullah said: 


[Begin recording in Dari or Pashto fading into English 
translation] Afghanistan's policy of national reconcilia- 
tion is a historic landmark to the road a new society of 
the Afghan people. The People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan is the implementer and protector of this 
policy. In the recent period, the party has applied many 
measures to implement this policy. This dynamic policy 
has won the entire Afghan people’s support.[end record- 
ing] 

President Nayibullah affirmed that once again President 
Ho Chi Minh’s adage “Gold is tested by fire. man’s will 
by hardship” has been substantiated in Afghanistan. 
President Najyibullah said: The party and state of 
Afghanistan have gained good results in implementing 
this policy that is suitable for the objective reality of the 
couniry and for the Afghan people's aspiration. 


On the .mmediate tasks of Afghanistan, President Naji- 
bullah said: 


[Begin recording in Dari or Pashto tading into English 
translation] To promote the implementation of the pol- 
icy of national reconciliation, Afghanistan should create 
a national front and create a structure for cooperation in 
the party. set up a coalition government with a number 
of high posts reserved for the opposition groups. In the 
coming period, Afghanistan will go ahead with the 
implementation of the policy of national reconciliation 
with a view to rallying all opposition forces and all tribes 
in the country. [end recording] 


President Najyibullah stressed that the policy of national 
reconciliation is closely related to the settlement of the 
Afghan problem. He said that if the opposition forces are 
sagacious enough the coming talks in Geneva will be the 
last round of the negotiations. President Nayibullah 
expressed the hope that wisdom will prevail in the mind 
of the U.S. leadership and that they will respect the nght 
to self-determination of our nation. 


Also at this meeting, President Najibullah affirmed that 
the correct way to solve any problem is not by armed 
force or threat but through national reconciliation. 


Holds News Conference 
LD282227 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 
1600 GMT 28 Dec 87 


{“Text” of news conference held by Najibuilah, presi- 
dent of Afghanistan and general secretary of the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan. in Hanoi on 28 
December—recorded: all speakers other than Nayibullah 
unidentified] 


FBIS-EAS-87-25i 
31 December 1987 


[Text] [Najibullah] Our visit to fnendly and heroic 
Vietnam is advancing well and to our benifit. In the 
course of this visit, we had interesting meetings with 
high-ranking party and state leaders. and with represen- 
tatives of workers and worker's collectives. During our 
Stay in the SRV. we were warmly welcomed by the 
fraternal Vietnamese people and held meetings in a 
highly friendly and sincere atmosphere wi.h dear Com- 
rade Le Quang Dao. general secretary of the CPV Cen- 
tral Committee: Comrade Vo Chi Cong, chairman of the 
State Council: and other state and party leaders. These 
meetings enriched our understanding of each other's 
positions and brought about a new dynamism in the 
consolidation of the friendly and fraternal relations 
between our peoples, governments, and parties. 


During the course of our stay in Vietnam, we signed 
friendship and cooperation agreements in various fields 
which will, without doubt, help in the further consolida- 
tion of our mutual relations. 


We became closely familiar with the achievements of the 
heroic Vietnamese people in socioeconomic progress 
and in building a new society. 


Once again, the two sides [1] minute break in transmis- 
sion] 


| would like to avail myself of this opportunity to express 
once again, through this meeting with the mass media. 
our profound thanks to the party and state leadership of 
the SRV. who have accorded our delegation a warm 
welcome. Now allow me to speak with you about some of 
the background, events, and the situation in Afghani- 
sian. 


It has been 9 years since imperialism began an unde- 
clared war against our people. This war has inflicted a 
great losses on our people. The counterrevolution, which 
has been equipped, trained, and and armed by the forces 
of imperialism and reaction of the region, has so far 
destroyed 2,000 schools. 131 hospitals, 314 mosques and 
places of worship. and about two-thirds of all roads. 
According to statistics, this damage equals three-fourths 
of all investment during the last 50 years. About 60% of 
the country’s budget has been spent on defending the 
country. The Afghan people work under very difficult 
conditions. Despite these difficult conditions, they have 
succeeded in achieving certain gains in the economic and 
social spheres and have advanced the development indi- 
ces in all spheres compared with before the revolution. 


Through realistic analysis of the situation, the party 
announced | year ago a package of political, social, and 
economic measures under the title: National Reconcili- 
ation Policy. because it considers the continuation of war 
as futile and, on the other hand, because peace is 
required for social progress and advancement. We 
reached this conclusion as a result of new political 
thinking and with the blessing of the high interests of the 
Afghan people. 
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The PDPA [People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan] 
has convened its nationwide conference, which was 
transformed into a great historical event in the life of our 
party and society. It has brought about the first conclu- 
sions from the national reconciliation policy. The party 
became the organizer and initiator of this policy. This 
policy has given us new dynamism. We have reconsid- 
ered many spheres of our political opinion. We have 
taken serious steps toward attracting religious leaders 
and private investors. We have attracted the nomads and 
representatives of various strata of the minorities in our 
society, and we hope that these measures for peace will 
achieve final success. 


In this area of our policy, we have achieved certain 
results, the statistics and figures of which | will not 
mention here. | will refer only to their political outcome. 
This policy has been transformed into objective reality 
and has been welcomed and supported by the people. li 
is a reality that this policy should be considered by all 
forces engaged in disputes and differences on all sides in 
Afghanistan, whether they like it or not. This fact forces 
us take speedy action to accelerate the implementation 
of this policy. 


I would like to bring to you briefly the [words indistinct} 
of the national reconciliation policy. We are carrying out 
the following tasks: The creation of cooperation with the 
left democratic forces and the mechanism of cooperation 
with various political parties the formation of a coalition 
government and granting of the posts proposed to the 
opposition, the observance of a cease-fire until 15 Janu- 
ary 1988. efforts toward the return of refugees. the 
holding of elections for the national assembly. The 
greatest measure taken toward the consolidation of this 
policy was the convocation of the Grand Assembly, in 
which the Consitution of the Republic of Afghanistan 
was approved and the president elected. All the funda- 
mental guidelines of the economic. social, cultural, and 
traditional directions, as well as the religion of Islam 
have been (?guaranteed), which manifests the [word 
indistinct] of our country’s domestic policy. We hope 
these measures will (help) toward bringing about 
national accord. 


The national reconciliation policy has direct links with 
the external dimension of the Afghanistan question, that 
is the Geneva talks. With the constructive stand we have 
adopted in these talks, we have proposed a timetable of 
12 months for the withdrawal from Afghanistan of the 
limited contingents of the Soviet Union. We hope that 
the Pakistani side will take a constructive position in this 
regards, and in that case the coming round of talks will 
be the last. 


The talks in Washington between the Soviet and U.S. 
leaders have brought us new hope. We hope that the U.S. 
Administration eventually will treat this with a sound 
mind. I would like to point out that they should realize 
the inevitabiliyt of our people's right to choose their own 
way of development. Ther only solution of questions 
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related to Afghanistan is not through the policy of 
external military pressure and the killing of peace-loving 
people. The only correct path is national reconciliation, 
dialogue, and cooperation among various groups. The 
national reconciliation policy was faced with broader 
reflections on the international level. States, parties, and 
national liberation forces warmly welcomed and sup- 
ported it. We strongly believe that the path of national 
reconciliation and dialogue is the path of solving the 
region’s problems. 


Now we are ready to answer your written and oral 
questions. 


[Question] What impression has visiting Vietnam had 
on you? 


[Najibullah] I believe that Vietnam is one of the most 
beuatiful countries in the world. Nature has generously 
endowed your people with tremendous scenery, but the 
most valuable endowment of your country is its people. 
The Vietnamese people create a great impression with 
their hard work, hospitality, gorgeous culture, and love 
for freedom. Such a people can carry out great tasks. The 
Vietnamese are a people of struggle and creativity. 
Paying a visit to Hanoi has been a long-standing wish of 
mine. Hanoi is the cradle of Vietnamese independence. 
Here, the great son of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, declared 
the foundation of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
Many proud traditions of your people are linked to this 
city. | am very happy that my long-standing wish has 
been fulfilled. 


[Question] In accordance with the new law, how are you 
going to hold future elections? And in view of the 
flexibility demonstrated by Pakistan and the United 
States, can you talk specifically about the situation in 
Afghanistan? 


{Najibullah] The future parliamentary elections, in 
accordance with the Constitution, will be free and dem- 
ocratic. 


We have put forth all our rational, specific, wise, and 
flexible proposals about the settlement of the situation in 
Afghanistan. Now it depends on Pakistan and the 
United States. We hope that they will understand the 
objective political realities existing in and around 
Afghanistan, and take a constructive and healthy posi- 
tion so that the next round of talks will be the last. 


[Question] KYODO International News Agency: Please 
shed some light on the timetable for the withdrawal of 
Soviet forces from Afghanistan and whether it is possible 
to reduce the timetable to less than 12 months in light of 
the more convenient situation that came into being after 
talks between the leaders of the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 
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{ Najibullah] We declared a timespan of no more than | 2 
months in the Grand Assembly. We told all opposition 
armed forces that this timespan could be shorter, pro- 
vided they end war operations and sit at the table for 
talks and dialogue. We have thereby discharged our 
responsibility. Now it depends on Pakistan and the 
armed opposition forces and on whether they declare 
their position constructively and with the elaboration of 
the political realities, otherwise responsibility for the 
continuation of the war rests with the counterrevolution- 
aries, the reactionaries of the region and their interna- 
tional supporters. 


[Question] You indicated a specific proposal and also 
said that some agreement had been concluded with the 
Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi. Could you please elab- 
orate somewhat more fully on the details and contents of 
these agreements? 


{[Najibullah] An agreement of friendship and coopera- 
tion, a consular agreement, a cultural cooperation agree- 
ment, an agreement between the Foreign Ministries of 
the Republic of Afghanistan and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam, and an agreement on abolishing visa 
requirements between the two countries. 


[Question] What will be your options in case the armed 
opposition forces reject your initiatives? 


{Najibullah] That is an interesting question. Disagree- 
ment of the opposition armed forces, or of their leaders 
to put it more precisely, demonstrates their lack of 
ability to understand the existing realities in our society. 
Our people are tired of war and want peace. The national 
reconciliation policy conforms with this demand. They 
will lose the support of the Afghan people and will 
remain out the history of Afghanistan. 


[Question] KYODO International Agency of Japan: Mr 
President, please shed some light on the mutual friend- 
ship and cooperation treaty and please say whether this 
includes security advice and mutual measures in this 
regard. 


[Najibullah] This treaty can inciude economic, scientific, 
cultural, technical, irrigation, handicraft institutions, 
language teaching, humanities, science, and other fields. 
However, economic cooperation between friendly coun- 
tries like ours should help maximize the self-confidence 
of our countries. It means that relations between capi- 
talist and other developed countries are different, as the 
ordinary Vietnamese say: Give someone a fish but take 
away his fishing rod, and you feed him for a day and take 
away his food for week. 


Thank you, friends. 
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Travels to Ho Chi Minh City 
LD290951 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 
0521 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] Ho Chi Minh December 28, BAKHTAR—AN 
official friendly visit to Vietnam of a party and state 
delegation of the Republic of Afghanistan led by Dr 
Najibullah, general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan and 
president of the Republic of Afghanistan, is going on. 
The honoured Afghan delegation came today from 
Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh, a major economic, cultural and 
scientific centre of socialist Vietnam. 


At the Ho Chi Minh Airport the party and state delega- 
tion of the Republic of Afghanistan was accorded a 
cordial welcome by the heads of the city, representatives 
of public organizations and labour collectives. Pioneers 
gave bunches of flowers to Dr. Najibullah and all other 
members of the delegation. 


Dr Najibullah and the officials who accompany him 
visited today a memorial museum of Ho Chi Minh, the 
great son of the Vietnamese nation, founder of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam and the first president of 
the rEpublic. They saw exhibits of the museum and 
made an entry in the distinguished visitors’ book. Later 
on, the Afghan delegation visited an exhibition of export 
commodities produced in Ho Chi Minh and saw the 
sights of the city. 


Dr Najibullah and Afghan officials met with the heads of 
the city and had a conversation with them in the Unity 
Palace. The meeting was held in an atmosphere of 
comradeship and complete mutual understanding. 


Ends 5-Day Visit 
BK291730 Hanoi VNA in English 1628 GMT 
29 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 29—The delegation of the party 
and state of the Republic of Afghanistan led by Najibul- 
lah, general secretary of the People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan Central Committee and president this 
afternoon concluded its five-day official visit to Viet- 
nam. 


Arriving in Ho Chi Minh City from Hanoi on Dec 28 the 
delegation was cordially received by Vo Tran Chi mem- 
ber of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Com- 
mittee, secretary of the city party committee. 


The Afghan guests later visited the memorial house for 
President Ho Chi Minh and the exhibition of arts and 
crafts of the city. 
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‘World’ Condemns Thai Acts Against Laos 
BK301610 Hanoi WNA in English 1505 GMT 
30 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA December 30—Thailand’s aggressive 
acts against Laos have drawn strong condemnation from 
world public opinion. 


In a commentary on Dec. 28 the Soviet News Agency 
TASS said that these acts are jeopardising the trend 
toward dialogue and understanding between the two 
groups of countries in Southeast Asia, Indochina and 
ASEAN, go against the new political atmosphere which 
is prevailing in international relations. 


TASS further notes that as stated by the Lao Govern- 
ment, the only to relax tension in the Lao-Thai relations 
is for Thailand to stop the sooner the better resorting to 
military measures to settle problems so that the Lao-Tha: 
dialogue might be resumed and the Lao-Thai border 
might become a border of peace, good neighbourliness 
and cooperation. 


The Soviet Afro-Asia Solidarity Committee and the 
Soviet Committee for Support to Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea on Dec. 29 issued a statement voicing 
support for Laos’s appeal for a peaceful settlement of the 
border problem and urging Thailand to immediately 
stop its acts of armed provocation and withdraw all its 
troops from Lao territory. 


“The Soviet people ask everybody who cares for peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia to support these proposals 
not by words alone but also by deeds,” the statement 
added. 


Pham Hung Greets PLO’s Yasir ‘Arafat 
BK301601 Hanoi VNA in English 1512 GMT 
30 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 30—Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers Pham Hung today extended greetings to Yasir 
‘Arafat, chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (P.L.O), on the 23rd 
revolutionary day of Palestine (January Ist). 


The message notes that, enhancing their courageous 
tradition, uniting around the P.L.O, their sole and 
authentic representatives, strengthening the solidarity 
with other Arab nations and enjoying the sympathy and 
support of all peace and justice-loving forces in the 
world, the people and armed forces of Palestine have 
gained important success in their struggle against the 
Israeli aggressors and for their own sacred and inviolable 
national rights, including the rights to self-determina- 
tion, to repatriation and to set up an independent and 
sovereign Palestinian state. 
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‘A close comrade-in-arms of the Palestinian people’’, the 
message says “the Vietnamese people now as before 
persistently support the Palestinian people’s just struggle 
and wish them new, greater success in their glorious 
revolutionary cause”. 


In conclusion, it wishes for further consolidation and 
development of the militant solidarity and friendship 
between the two peoples. 


Leaders Greet Cuban Leaders on National Day 
BK311024 Hanoi WNA in English 0718 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA December 31—Vietnamese leaders 
have sent a message of congratulations to their Cuba 
counterparts on the occasion of the 29th national day of 
the Republic of Cuba. 


The message is signed by Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee; Vo Chi Cong, president of the Council of 
State; and Pham Hung, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and addressed to Fidel Castro Ruz, first 
secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Cen- 
tral Committee, president of the Council of State and 
Council of Ministers. 


It says: 


“Over the past 29 years, with their revolutionary hero- 
ism and selfless creative labour, the Cuban people have 
obtained ali-round and extremely big achievements. 
They have thwarted all schemes of interference and 
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blockade of imperialism, firmly defending the gains of 
the revolution and successfully building Cuba into a 
country with an economy developing in a balanced 
manner, and with a health care and education system 
ranking among the most advanced in the world. In that 
spirit and under the correct leadership of the Communist 
Party of Cuba headed by yourself, the Cuban people are 
closing their ranks in successfully implementing the 
resolutions of the Third PCC [Communist Party of 
Cuba] Congress, i.e. to firmly defend the socialist moth- 
erland, successfully build socialism and accomplish their 
noble internationalist obligations to fraternal nations, 
thus making worthy contributions to the struggle for 
peace in Latin America and across the world. Cuba is 
and will always remain a bright example, a strong source 
of encouragement to all nations struggling for liberation, 
independence and sovereignty, 2 firm bulwark of social- 
ism in the Western Hemisphere.” 


The Vietnamese leaders said that they take great pride in 
the pure and examplary friendship and the close frater- 
nal cooperation between the parties, governments and 
peoples of Vietnam and Cuba. They pledged to do their 
utmost to consolidate and develop these relations. 


They wished for the continued development to the 
Vietnamese-Cuban militant solidarity and fraternal 
friendship based on Marxism-Leninism and the Viet- 
nam-Cuba treaty of friendship and cooperation. 


On this occasion, National Assembly Chairman Le 
Quang Dao and Fore Minister Nguyen Co Thach have 
sent their greetings to Flavio Bravo Pardo and Isidoro 
Maimierca, president of the National Assembly of Peo- 
ple’s Power and foreign minister of Cuba respectively. 


